











Copyright, 1952, by The Sunday School Times Co. 
Act of March 3, 1879. 


Che Sunday School Gimes 


Entered as second-class matter July 16, 1879, at the post office at Philadelphia, Pa., under 
Entered as second-class matter at the post office, Ottawa, Canada. 








Published weekly by The Sunday School 


Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa., U.S.A 


Philadelphia, November 15, 1952 


Volume Ninety-four, No. 46 





$3.00 a year, in clubs, $2.50 
See page 983 





Lesson for November 30 





in this issue 


Law of Doing Good. 
Matthew 12. 


Lesson 9.—Jesus’ 
(Temperance.) 
Notes on Open Letters: 
The Word “Hate” and the Devil's 
Authority 966 
The Everyday Christian Life. By Fred 
Mitchell 967 
Notes on John’s Gospel. By Ernest Gordon 969 


A Survey of Religious Life and Thought. 
By Ernest Gordon 970 
International Uniform Lesron 971-979 
Nuggets for Your Temperance Teaching. 
By Helen G. H. Estelle 979 
C.E. Topic—How Jesus Dealt With Indi- 
viduals. By John W. Lane, Jr. 980 
For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 
Cs TES. 6.06 0é46scdesmnnonenaees 983 


My Neighbors 
By Annabel McConaghy 


AY joy in Thee go out through me 
This whole day long, 
Surmounting fears and irksome cares 
With gladsome song. 
Let this day be a joyous one 
Thy grace to show; 
May mind and heart and face of me 
Be all aglow. 


For I have neighbors round about 
Who need Thee so— 

Who are not conscious of their plight 
As on they go 

In search of what will satisfy 
Their inmost need; 

So let me shine for Thee today 
In word and deed, 


That knowing me they may be made 
Aware of Thee, 

And come to want to know the Christ 
Who lives in me. 


w 


Taming Unruly Thoughts 

One of Satan’s cleverest devices is 
to inject evil thoughts into a believer's 
mind and then persuade him that they 
are his own. This leads to discourage- 
ment and even to the questioning of 
one’s salvation. John Bunyan knew of 
this trick of the enemy and pictured it 
in telling of Christian’s walk through 


the Valley of the Shadow of Death, “One 
thing I would not let slip,” he wrote. “I 
took notice that now poor Christian was 
so confounded, that he did not know his 
own voice; and thus I perceived it. Just 
when he was come over against the mouth 
of the burning pit, one of the wicked 
ones got behind him, and stept up softly 
to him, and whisperingly suggested many 
grievous blasphemies to him, which he 
verily thought had proceeded from his 
own mind. This put Christian more to 
it than anything that he met with before, 
even to think that he should now blas- 
pheme Him that he loved so much be- 
fore; yet, if he could have helped it, he 
would not have done it; but he had not 
the discretion either to stop his ears, or 
to know from whence these blasphemies 
came.” Another English writer, 
C. H. Spurgeon, described the same kind 
of subtle temptation. In connection with 
Psalm 91:3, “Surely he shall deliver thee 
from the snare of the fowler,” Spurgeon 
was quoted in the French devotional 
calendar (Méditations Quotidiennes, Oct. 
14) as follows: “A man may just as well 
imagine that he can defend himself with 
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a sword against a cloud of mosquitoes as 
to control his own thoughts, when they 
are provoked by the spirit of evil. If 
you detest these thoughts, they are not 
your own, but certainly suggestions of 
the Devil for which he is responsible 
and not you. It is by this means that 
he would plunge ycu into despair, or at 
least hinder you from committing your- 
self to the Lord Jesus. ‘Casting all your 
care upon him’—and see if He is not 
mighty to deliver you. He can impose 
silence on these horrible and infernal 
insinuations, or make you capable of see- 
ing them in their true light, so that they 
will no longer be for you a cause of 
continual torment: and finally, give you 
His perfect peace.” Only the Lord Jesus 
Christ can deal with Satan, and for Him 
he is a conquered enemy. We must 
therefore remember that “the weapons 
of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of 
strong holds; casting down imaginations, 
and every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, and bring- 
ing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ” (2 Cor, 10:4, 5). 
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This Day 


An editorial by Dr. C. B, Eavey, former chairman of the Department of 
Education and Psychology, Wheaton College. 


LITTLE girl of my acquaintance 

was in the habit of saying when 

she arose in the morning, “Oh, 

but I’m glad for today!” and then launch- 

ing herself with vim and vigor into the 

activities of the day. In her gladness 

she was like the Psalmist who said, “This 

is the day which the Lord hath made; 

we will rejoice and be glad in it” (Psa. 
118: 24). 

Should we follow 


not, as Christians, 








Comfort for Dark Days 
“For Christ also hath once suf- 
fered for sins, the just for the un- 
just, that he might bring us to 
God, being put to death in the 
flesh, but quickened by the Spirit” 
(1 Pet. 3:18). 




















the example of the Psalmist and the little 
girl in welcoming the new day and in 
using its moments? There is no need 
that we mope around, disturbed about 
what we did yesterday. Nor should we 
spend time in useless gloating over the 
achievements of Instead of 
vainly regretting or vainly glorying, we 
should be up and doing, achieving for 
today. Neither should we be so taken 
up with hopes and plans for tomorrow 
as to be unable to live zestfully today 
Even worse is it to look forward+to 
the morrow with fear and foreboding, 
which make today a burden and paralyze 
effort for its activities. 

Rejoice and be glad today. The past 
is gone forever with all in it that satis- 
fied or distressed. No amount of mourn- 
ing over deeds done or not done will 
ever change the record one iota. How 
futile to waste energy today in empty 


yesterday 
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regret over a past that is gone beyond 
all possibility of recall? How wise to 
let it alone, to “let the dead past bury 
its dead,” and to act well one’s part to- 
day, to act with unhampered freedom in 
thé living present. Each new day gives 
us a chance to build more strongly upon 
the foundations of faith and love. There 
is no way to move forward and upward 
except by simple day-to-day steps. The 
Lord gave us this day to be glad in and 
to use. 

But, you may think, the burden of my 
sins is so heavy that I can neither be 
glad nor put forth fruitful effort. How- 
ever, sins may be forgiven. Great as 
is the sin of God’s people, the atone- 
ment which takes it away is infinitely 
greater. Immeasurably great is the value 
of the divine sacrifice for sin. When 
God forgives, He forgets. Pardoned by 
God, one should forgive himself and for- 
get his sins. Saints of God in all ages 
have sinned. David, a man after God’s 
own heart, sinned grievously. But he 
confessed his sin, besought the Lord, and, 
when heard and forgiven, he rejoiced 
in the Lord and was glad. Instead of 
hugging to his bosom the sins God had 
forgiven and mulling over their conse- 
quences, David praised the Lord and 
sang songs to Him. 

The believer, even when sin is the 
darkest, and the remembrance of the 
past is most bitter, can stand in the pres- 
ence of the holy God and say: “Who 
is he that condemneth? It is Christ that 
died, yea rather, that is risen again, who 
is even at the right hand of God, who 
also maketh intercession for us” (Rom. 
8:34). Though the recollection of his sin 
fills him with shame and sorrow, he 
looks to Jesus, who came into the world 
not to condemn but to save. And, lock- 
ing to Jesus, he goes on his way rejoic- 
ing in the brightness of mercy. 

Paul, who persecuted the Lord and 
consented unto the death of His fol- 
lowers, learned what every Christian 
must learn if he is to grow in spiritual 
life and power—to forget “those things 
which are behind” so that he could 
“press toward the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 3:14). One cannot walk 
well, let alone run the Christian race 
effectively, when he is impeded by un- 
necessary weights on his conscience and 
the nagging memory of past sins. Let 
go of the past, however dark and bitter 
it may be, and let God give you rejoic- 
ing and gladness today. Joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory can be yours now 
—today—as you trust Christ, who died 
that you might live and who lives that 
the power of canceled sin may be 
broken. 

Being anxious about tomorrow can 
hinder progress just as much as undue 
concern for the past. Many of us live 


three times—once in dreaded prospect 
of what may come, a second time in 
terms of the actual experience of the 
present, and a third time in repeating 
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in memory—too often regretfully—what 
we actually experienced. -When we 
worry about tomorrow, we unman our- 
selves for today’s activity: So long as 
we live, tomorrows will come inevitably, 
Why lose time today in waiting for to- 
morrow? Why hold back in fear from 
what it may bring? How often we “run 
to meet what we would most avoid.” 
How vain is such self-delusion. Nine 
of the ten things we fear will never 
occur. As a man once said in a testi- 
mony meeting, so perhaps all of us could 
truthfully say, “The worst troubles I 
ever had were those I never met.” 

And hew many of us are prone to do 
as did the lady who said, “I always feel 
bad when I feel good because I know 
I will feel bad after awhile.” Why 
should we torture ourselves thus? How 
much wiser is it to fill today with rich- 
ness in being and loving and doing, 
building ourselves up so that we can 
triumph over tomorrow when it be- 
comes today. Of course we do not know 
what is before us, but we do know Who 
is before us. And the grace, love, and 
care of that One is sufficient to make 
us “more than conquerors,” whatever 
may come. His promise, “My grace is 
sufficient for thee,” is for today. He has 
said: “Take therefore no thought for 
the morrow: for the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself. Suffi- 
cient unto the day is the evil thereof” 
(Matt, 6:34). 

We make our own lives, and we are 
steadily building our personalities with 
each new day. As a great building goes 
up, brick upon brick or stone upon stone, 
so the daily thoughts and acts of our 
lives fit together to become a structure 
unto honor or dishonor—of ourselves 
and our Lord. The materials with which 
we build are fear or trust, hate or love, 
unkindness or gentleness, anger or pa- 
tience, intolerance or sympathy, critical 
reaction or helpful attitude, misery or 
happiness. Slowly but surely our lives 
are molded after the fashion of the con- 
tent we build into them day by day. 

It is the little things that count. The 
little bricks put tcgether one by one 
make the great building, even the one 
of skyscraper size. Most of us would 
like to do big things if we could. Be- 
tween the little things we will not do 
and the big things we cannot do, there 
is real danger that we do nothing. It 
is no discredit to be an average person 
with average abilities and average power 
of achieving. 

The discredit lies rather in our not 
doing today what we can do. Put your 
best into the little things. “Whatsoever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might” (Eccles. 9:10). Speak the en- 
couraging word that will lift the spirits 
of a desponding brother. Perform the 
kind deed or give the friendly smile that 
will lighten another’s load. Express 
gratitude, show appreciation, and help 
make life worth while for each person 
with whom you come into contact. If 
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you cannot preach or pray or sing like 
someone else, you can tell the story of 
redeeming love and say that Christ died 
for all. 

Now is the only time we can use. 
Every possibility is concentrated in the 
present. Every word we speak, every 
act we do, is determined by the past 
and has implications for the future. This 
is only another way of saying that the 
todays which have gone into the eter- 
nity of the past and the todays yet in 
the eternity of the future all meet in 
the present—this day which the Lord has 
given us. What we do today will live 
long—even after we have gone the way 
of all flesh. If we do our best today 
in love and faith and trust, the structure 
of tomorrow, in our lives and in the 
works which do follow us, will show 
forth the radiance of our devotion and 
our ideals. 

Living in the past consumes energy 
that could be used to do our best in 
the present. Anxiety and fear for the 
morrow alsc take strength that might be 
spent to advantage now. Live your life 
from day to day, trustfully, confidently, 


(Continued on page 968) 








Notes on Open Letters 


The Word “Hate” and 
the Devil's Authority 


_ Please give me help with the follow- 
ing: 

See Luke 14:26. The matter of hat- 
ing father and mother, wife and chil- 
dren, brothers and sisters does not 
seem to harmonize with all else the 
Bible teaches. An _ earnest young 
couple who were seeking to know the 
Way were puzzled when they read 
this. They thought it must be a mis- 
print. I have looked up the verse in 
varicus versions, but find the word 
hate there in them all.. Please explain. 

See Luke 4:5-7. Did the Devil tell 
a lie or not when he said the kingdoms 
of the world were delivered to him 
and that he could give them to whom- 
soever he would? Jesus did not dis- 
pute it. Sometimes it surely looks as 
if they belenged to the Devil. If they 
belong to him. then who delivered them 
into his hands? 

Thank you for elucidating these 
Scriptures in the Trmes if you please. 
—A Pennsylvania reader. 


The word “hate” cannot be used here 
in its ordinary sense, which includes bit- 
terness, ill will, vindictiveness, the de- 
sire for revenge. If so, it would contra- 
dict such passages as, “Honcur thy father 
and thy mother: that thy days may be 
long upon the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee” (Exod. 20:12); “Chil- 
dren, obey your parents in the Lord: for 
this is right. Honour thy father and 
mother: which is the first commandment 
with promise; that it may be well with 
thee, and thou mayest live long on the 
earth” (Eph. 6:1-3); “A new command- 
ment I give unto you, That ye love one 


(Continued on page 982) 
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The Everyday Christian Life 


An address given at the British Keswick 


Convention in 1948 


I am crucified with Christ: neverthe- 
less I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himself 
for me (Gal. 2:20). 


UT of this wonderful text, so often 
O quoted at Keswick, I take this 

phrase, “the life which I now 
live,” as expressing the ordinary life we 
are called to live. 

Now the phrase has behind it and be- 
fore it certain facts. “I have been cru- 
cified with Christ,” that is the first fact 
which is in the background; it is the 
basis of this description which St. Paul 
gives of the life which he is now living, 
and which you and I are, please God, 
now to live. If we are to live a life 
which is truly Christian, it must be lived 
on the basis, first of all, of this fact: 
that we have been crucified with Christ; 
that is to say, that we have died to sin. 

Now, that is easy to say, and in some 
measure easy to believe, intellectually; 
but intellectual belief of the truth of God 
never saved a soul from sin, and never 
introduced a saint into victory. It is 
right and necessary that we should have 
some clear mental apprehension of the 
truth, but it is the truth apprehended 
mentally and then experienced practi- 
cally which brings the sinner into sal- 
vation, and the saint into the glorious 
experience of sanctification, 


Dying to Self 

When the mind has accepted the truth, 
then the will must accept the implica- 
tions: and it is the implications of that 
truth which specially concern me at this 
point. It is not a question of whether I 
have got the terms of Keswick teaching 
right, but am I committed to a life which 
is an expression of them in practical 
experience? Am I committed to the life 
of one who has actually died to sin? Am 
I purposing in the power of God to live 
the crucified life, actually dead unto sin? 

If we are, then we may count upon it 
that the Spirit of God will bring us into 
places, positions, and experiences which 
will give us every opportunity of putting 
that life into practice, in home, office, 
shop, factory, and mission station; there 
will be plenty of opportunity for proving 
the Cress and of dying to self. So it is 
not merely that we have apprehended 
the truth. but that we are going forth 
actually to live this life in the power of 
God in our own appointed circumstances, 
and no other. 

Now, when such a decision has been 
made and such an attitude adopted, then 
it will not surprise us when 


we are 





Mr. Fred Mitchell is the chairman 
of the Council of the Keswick 
Convention in England, and the 


home director for Great Britain 
of the China Inland Mission. He 
is the author of several books and 
booklets, including an account of 
his journey to China a few years 


ago, and “The Life of St. Paul 
in the Words of Scripture” (re- 
viewed in the Times Oct. 25). His 
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China Inland Mission, Newington 
Green, London, N.W. 16. This very 
practical study of the Christian life 
is reprinted, by permission, from a 
leaflet issued by the Keswick Fellow- 
ship, 92 Gordon Rd., Ealing, London, 
W. 13. The Fellowship was formed 
in 1922 to link together those who 
desire to pray for the spread of the 
message of Keswick. 








slighted and overlooked; that is part of 
dying to sin. If we have been led so far 
in our study of God’s Word, then, when 
someone treats us very shabbily, well, 
that is not surprising: we accepted that 
and our reaction to that will either be 
victory or failure. 

It matters little what happens to us, it 
matters everything how we react to what 
happens to us. Shall I be misrepre- 
sented? Then I accept that as involved 
in the life of death to sin, and I will 
not be surprised or perturbed. Shall I 
be persecuted? So was the Lord, and 
so shall we be: we accept. for life or 
death, for better or worse, whatever the 
Lord our God shall appoint or permit. 
We are committed to it, and whatever 
comes of slighting, misrepresentation, or 
persecution, we accept it as our ap- 
pointed lot. and we triumph over it by 
dying to it as it comes to us 


Secret of Victory 

It was saintly William Law who said, 
“Take every such occasion with both 
hands as a blessed occasion of dying to 
self.” There will be plenty of occasions 
of dying to self. Are we going to take 
them with both hands? If so, we are 
committed to a life of victory. Once 
that attitude is taken up, and in so far as 
it is maintained, nobody can do any one 
of us the slightest harm; they can only 
do us good. They slight us, and they 
give us a fresh occasion of dying to self, 
and proving the glorious victory into 
which we have entered. They persecute 
us, and they give us an occasion for 
triumphing in it through the grace of the 
Lord mediated to us in these particular 
circumstances. That is victory: dying to 
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adversely to the 
the persecution 
most surely will 


self, and not reacting 
misrepresentation o1 
when it comes, as it 
come. 

Some may be saying, “This is a terrible 
price to pay; I had no idea I was being 
committed to such a life, to lie down and 
let people walk over me, to be quiet and 
let people misrepresent me.” But it is to 
such a life that we are committed. That 
is the life of victory, and that is the life 
of blessing. It is costly, but it is worth 
it. It is the way God will enrich our 
character and perfect our testimony; so 
receiving the persecution or the slight, 
we shall preach the most eloquent ser- 
mon and give the most convincing testi- 
mony to the ungodly. 

But I suggest to any who feel this is a 
heavy price to pay, that not paying it you 
will be committed to paying a heavie! 
price. A young man came to an evange- 
list and said, “It costs too much to be a 
Christian,” and the evangelist wisely re- 
plied, “It costs too much not to be one.’ 
It costs much to be a truly sanctified 
Christian, walking in the light and life 
and power of God; but none of us can 
afford not to be such a Christian. 

If you have seen anything of the awful 
nature of yourself, the awkward member 
which springs up at the least provocation 
with its biting bitter words, that, once 
said, can never be withdrawn, that takes 
a pen and writes those burning letters 
that once sent can never be brought back 
—if we have seen anything of the nature 
of self. I doubt not that some of us are 
willing to pay the price, and receive the 
grace, and reign in life over this cruel 
self When once we have the 
nature of sin in the believer, of self in 
the man of God, then surely we can pray 
such a prayer as I came across recently 


in a book: 


seen 


rag-rights go 


“Give me the grace to let my 
In‘the great wind that from Thy thror 
doth blow.” 


There is nothing in self worth holdin 
on to; it ought to be handed to death 
We have committed ourselves to a life 
such as that, and God is going to give us 
every opportunity to allow Him to put it 
to death, with the glorious end in view 
that, as self is put out of the way, the 
ever-living, glorious, lovely Lord Jesus 
will take the pre-eminence and be ccn- 
tinually given the pre-eminence, to our 
joy, and to the saving of many souls 
When once this attitude is clear and 
maintained, the sting is taken out of the 
dealings of others: that is because as we 
are expecting nothing except the way of 
the Cross, we shall not be disappcinted, 
and we shall enter into a life of rest, 
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getting exactly what we expect, and glo- 
rifying Christ in it. 

That is the first basic fact on which I 
am to live “the life which I now live.” 
The second is this: “I am crucified with 
Christ, and I live.” I am no Greek 
student, but anyone who knows even a 
little Greek will see that the translator 
has put “nevertheless” in to make it 
vivid. “I am crucified, and I live.” I 
shculd have thought the apostle would 
have written, “I am crucified, and I am 
dead.” No. I am crucified and I live. 


An Empty Vessel 

You see, at Calvary there was some- 
thing which perished, and something 
which persisted, and when God showed 
me this truth it was a great comfort to 
my heart. There was an “I” which 
died, and an “I” which lived. That is 
important, because God does not by the 
Cross mean the destruction of individ- 
uality or personality, but only of sin and 
sinful self. The “I which died was a 
master; the “I which lives is a servant. 
The “I” which died loves to be minis- 
tered unto; the “I” which lives ministers 
unto others. The “I” which died was a 
source; the “I” which lives is a vessel 
And when the old “I” is renounced and 
put to death, then we are able to sing: 

I am an empty vessel, not one thought 

Or look of love I ever to Thee brought; 

Yet I may come, and come again, to Thee, 

With this, the empty sinner’s only plea— 

Thou lovest me; 
or more suitably here— 
Thou fillest me. 

There is an “I” which God wants out 
of the way, and which you and I want 
out of the way, and which brings disaster 
and sorrow everywhere it is manifested; 
and there is an “I” which is to persist as 
an empty vessel for the manifestation of 
the glcry to God. It is not the empty 
vessel which is to die, but the sinful self 
which fills it, and which, when knocked, 
falls over with bitter words and biting 
sarcasm, 

That sinful “I” sometimes manifests 
itself in the prayer meeting, and indeed 
in other circumstances. When it prays, 
it says, “I thank Thee, Lord, that I am 
not as other men are”; it sometimes 
seeks power, praying, “Give me this 
power, or that”; but the ccmmand is, 
that “ye shall receive the Holy Ghost.” 
God deliver us from that “I” in the 
prayer meeting where it is evidenced; it 
ought to be put out of the way. God has 
put him out of the way, we have con- 
sented that he be put out of the way, and 
God is going tc work in us His grace that 
he be put out of the way day by day.y 

But there is an “I” which God, the 
Master Craftsman, has made to be an 
empty vessel] which He purposes to fill 
with living water which will run over 
and flow out everywhere and every day. 
That “I” which God has preserved, and 
will preserve, and which perhaps some 
young believer may have been a little 
anxious about, is to be like one of the 
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stones in Aaron’s breastplate, catching 
the Shekinah light, and reflecting it in a 
thousand hues and different manifesta- 
tions. Oh, my dear young friends, your 
true individuality was wonderfully made 
by God, when He took the woof of your 
parentage and wove it into the warp of 
your circumstances—God has made that 
to preserve it, in order to show forth His 
glory; and you will never be your real 
self until the sinful self is put to death, 
and Christ fills your own individual per- 
sonality. That is the second fact. There 
is the “I” which is to die, and there is 
the “I” which is to live, filled by the 
glory of God. 

The third fact is that we have been 
introduced to a new Master—“Yet not 
I, but Christ liveth in me.” I supply the 
vessel, and He fills it. There was a notice 
in a missionary magazine some years 
ago, which read something like this: 
“Wanted: wicks to burn for God, oil 
provided free”—in lavish, overflowing 
supply. Wicks needed, empty vessels 
needed, and Christ to fill them fully. I 
am an empty vessel, an earthen vessel, 
but I may be filled and can be filled with 
the sparkling, ever-fresh water of life 
which takes the shape of the vessel that 
holds it: “yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me.” This is to be the new principle on 
which our life is to be lived. It is to be 
lived in the faith of the Son of God; we 
are to live by faith; not by sight, as the 
unregenerated live, not by feelings, as 
the unsanctified: but we are to live on 
the principle of faith, 

Now, I take it that it will be quite 
accurate to translate this word in Gala- 
tians 2:20 like this—the Authorized 
Version reads, “I live by the faith of the 
Son of God”; a revised version might 
correctly read, “I live by the faithfulness 
of the Son of God.” The Greek word 
may be translated with equal truth 
“faith” and “faithfulness.” 

You will remember the story of how, 
while Hudson Taylor was revising the 
translation of the Ningpo Testament, he 
came upon that word in Mark 11:22, 
“Have faith in God,” and looking at it in 
the Greek, he said to himself, “Surely 
that could be translated ‘Hold the faith- 
fulness of God’”; and the thought was 
revolutionary in Hudson Taylor’s experi- 
ence. If I may give my personal testi- 
mony, it has been revolutionary in my 
own case, 

If I look at my faith, I am easily dis- 
couraged, I can only think it is very 
weak and very small; but when I think 
of the faithfulness of Christ, it is very 
strong and very great; and as I think 
and count on His faithfulness, and not 
on my own faith, my faith takes hold of 
His faithfulness, and my need and His 
great fullness meet. His faithfulness pro- 
vides the power and the grace, my faith 
applies the power and the grace. 

While I was in China, I was in the far 
western city of Chengtu, where mission- 
aries had gathered together for a few 
days of quiet waiting upon God, and it 
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was my privilege to open the Scriptures 
to them; and we prayed together over 
their problems, and discussed the prog- 
ress of the Gospel. In a lighter moment 
between the intense seasons of prayer 
we were teasing each other a little, as I 
think was truly permissible. Among the 
group was a woman missionary from 
London, and somebody began to say 
something rather derogatory concerning 
London, to tease and provoke her; and 
the missionary said in reply, “Now, don't 
you say anything about London, for in 
London you can turn the tap, and get 
water.” 

That may not mean very much to felk 
in England, but when all your water has 
to be carried from a well, and then 
boiled before you can drink it, I began 
to understand—after three months in 
those circumstances—what a thrill it 
must be to a missionary from a tropical 
country to go to any American or British 
city, and turn a tap, and draw cold, fresh, 
sparkling water. In London you can 
turn the tap and draw the water; that is 
all you have to do, except to pay the 
water rate! 





Drink Abundantly! 

That is the secret of the blessed life, 
drawing continually at the fountain 
which has been opened for us; nay, it is 
far better than that; we do not go to a 
tap, and draw the water—“Whosoever 
drinketh of the water that I shall give 
him shall never thirst; but the water 
that I shall give him shall be in him a 
well of water springing up [bubbling up] 
into everlasting life.” So after the self- 
life is out of the way, and as occasion 
comes of dying to self, those fountains 
will be opened afresh, and our lives will 
be blessed and refreshed and made a re- 
freshment. We shall] drink, and drink 
abundantly, and drink again, and out of 
us shall flow rivers of living water day 
after day in every place, to the glory 
of God and to the refreshment of many. 
Having made such a profession, we are 
invited by God to such a life, 

LONDON, ENG. 
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ihis Day 
(Continued from second page) 


gladly, one day at a time. If failure 
comes, learn to profit from it; if suc- 
cess is yours, be thankful and continue 
with faith in God who is a rewarder 
of those that diligently seek Him, 

If we are right with God, if we trust 
Him, if we live hopefully, and do our 
best each day as it comes along, to- 
morrow will take care of itself. And it 
will be satisfying, because tomorrow is 
the product of what we do today—this 
day which the Lord hath made for us to 
enjoy and use. Rejoice in it, be glad, 
and work without vain regret for the 
things that disappear in the dim past 
and without fear or dread of what the 
future has in store for you. 
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Notes on John’s Gospel 
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The concluding comments on the fourth Gospel, portions of which 
have been discussed from time to time since September 29, 1951 


which Christ was 

crucified was the assertion of His 
deity (Matt. 26:63-65; Mark 14:61-63; 
Luke 22:70, 71; John 19:7). Four times 
it is recorded that He made Himself the 
Son of God and for this “by our law 
he ought to die.” By “the Son of God” 
was meant God Himself. Jesus so meant 
it: “All men should honour the Son, 
even as they honour the Father” (John 
5:23); “I and my Father are one” (John 
10:30). 

The last recorded words from Christ’s 
lips were, “Ye shall be witnesses unto 
me... . And when he had spoken these 
things, while they beheld, he was taken 
up; and a cloud received him out of 
their sight” (Acts 1:8, 9). 

The cloud was the visible symbol of 
God’s presence in and above the Taber- 
nacle. In a cloud He appeared on the 
Mount of Transfiguration. In a cloud 
He received back His only begotten Son. 

“Ye shall be 
apostles looking steadfastly 
heaven. This was a quotation 
Isaiah, affirming Jehovah’s deity, which 
Christ here (in Acts 1:8) applied to 
Himself and illustrated in His ascension 
to the Father; “Ye are my witnesses, 

., saith the Lord, that I am God” (Isa. 
43:10, 12). Save in parallel passages 
in the same and following chapter, the 
phrase is nowhere else found in the Old 
Testament. (In Isaiah 44:8 the words, 
“Ye are even my witnesses. Is there 
a God beside me?” are preceded in verse 
six by, “I am the first, and I am the last: 
and beside me there is no God,” words 
quoted in paraphrase by Christ of Him- 
self in Revelation 1:8.) 

That the last words spoken on Olivet, 
“Ye shall be witnesses unto me,” were 
thus a veiled affirmation of deity is con- 
firmed in Peter’s sermon immediately 
following. After declaring that “we are 
all witnesses,” he describes Christ as 
being by the right hand of God exalted, 
and applies to Him the Messianic proph- 
ecy, “But he saith himself, The Lord 
said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right 
hand.” And again, in Acts 4:20 and 26, 
Peter and John declare that they, as 
witnesses, cannot but speak the things 
which they had seen and heard, quoting 
ancther Messianic Psalm, the second, 
where the divine Lord and the divine 
Anointed One are spoken of. 

The essence of the witness, then, was 
the fact of Christ’s deity. 


II 
witnesses,” said the 
The fishermen of 


HE offense for 


unto me,” ye 
up into 
from 


witnesses 


“And ve shall be 
risen Lord on Olivet. 


John 21:2 each subsequently gave his 
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witness—James, son of Zebedee, a mar- 
tyr witness; the others written ones, 
Peter in the Gospel of Mark, John in 
his Gospel, and Andrew, Philip, Bar- 
tholomew, and Thomas in contributed 
and interwoven witness, found through- 
out John’s Gospel (chaps. 1, 6, 11, 12, 
14, 20, 21). 


Andrew’s and Philip’s witness to John’s 


Gospel begins in the first chapter. “We 
have found the Messias” (v. 41), and, 
“We have found him, of whom Moses 


in the law, and the prophets did write” 
(v. 45), and reappears in the sixth. 
where the divine miracle of the feeding 
of the multitude is recounted: and again 
in the twelfth chapter. Under the dis- 
guise of “two other disciples” (John 21: 
2), it gives a final and confident endorse- 
ment, as of personal witnesses, to all that 
John had stated of Christ’s divinity, 
“And we [Philip and Andrew] know that 
his [John’s] testimony is true” (John 
21:24). 

Nathanael (Bartholomew) witnessed 
to Christ’s first miracle—that of the 
creation of wine at Cana—and to the 
last one—the miraculous meal by the 
Sea of Galilee. His was a testimony to 
the deity of Christ, “Thou art the Son 
of God” (John 1:49) He is presented 
as one who was with Christ at the be- 
ginning and the end of Christ’s earthly 
ministry, 

Thomas, as Nathanael, is not spoken 
of in the first three Gospels, apart from 
the listed names of the Twelve. But, in 
John’s Gospel, he appears three times. 
These three times are in sequence All 
the apostles, apparently, witnessed the 


resurrection of Lazarus, but Thomas 
alone is menticned by name in this con- 
nection, as if the narration of this in- 


of his personal apos- 
Here in John 11 this 
defeatist is heard saying to his fellow 
disciples, “Let us also go. that we may 
die with him.” His expectancy was of 
death, both for Jesus and the whole 
apostolic band. The end had 
the whole Christian enterprise and for 
those who represented it. It was the 
very bass note of pessimism. 

A similar note is heard in John 
“We know not whither thou goest: and 
how can we know the way?” To which 
Jesus makes reply, asserting His deity, 
“I am the way. the truth. and the life. 

.. If ye had known me, ye should have 
known my Father also: and from hence- 
forth ye know him and have seen him” 
(that is in me). 

Finally we have the episode of John 
20: 24-29, culminating in the confession, 
“My Lord and my God.” This confes- 


cident was part 
tolic witness. 


come for 


14: 5, 
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sion of Christ’s deity at the close of 
John’s Gospel (apart from the supple- 
mentary twenty-first chapter) corre- 
sponds with the confession in the first 
chapter, “In the beginning was the 
Word and the Word was with God and 
the Word was God.” It was Thomas’ 
testimony to our Lord’s divine nature 
and supernatural career, incorporated 
into the Gospel of John as that of Bar- 
tholomew in John 1:49, “‘Thou art the Son 
of God.” This testimony of Thomas is 
progressive, from skepticism up to com- 
plete recognition and avowal—no doubt a 
purposed arrangement. In the twenty- 
first chapter, Thomas is witness of the 
post-resurrection miracles of our Lord 


There is, then, in John’s Gospel, this 
consensus of witness. Andrew and 
Philip, Thomas and Bartholomew, could 
not apparently each leave behind him 
his own written Gospel. That would 
have been repetitious, and indeed they 
were not inspired by the Spirit to write. 
But they could all four give their state- 
ment in this assenting and endorsing 
way, and this they appear to have done 
One wonders if the final supplementary 
chapter of John was not added to the 
Gcespel of John, in the design of the Holy 
Spirit, partly in order to give these four 
disciples their opportunity to complete 
their apostolic 

The late Prof. Adolf Schlatter of Tue- 
bingen that the Fourth Gospel 
was written by the Apostle John and 
was the official Gospel of the Apostolic 
College The evidence given above 
seems to support this concluison. 


witness, 


insisted 


HE last recorded words of Christ Jesus 
in John’s Gospel proper were a beati- 
tude on all future believers, “Blessed 
are they that have not seen, and yet have 
believed.” The twenty-first, or supple- 
mentary chapter, outlines their mission 
as an evangelizing and teaching Church. 
Matthew said, “Go ye therefore 
teach all nations” (Matt, 28:19). 

Mark, “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to creature” 
(Mark 16:15). 

Luke, “That repentance and remission 
of sins should be preached in his name 
among all nations” (Luke 24:47). 

John, “And drew the net to land full 
of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and 
three” (v. 11). 

(One hundred and fifty three thou- 
sand and six hundred was the number 
of the strangers in the land of Israel 
according to the numbering of Solomcn 
(2 Chron. 2:17). Solomon’s kingdom 
was a type of the Kingdom of Heaven 
(cf. the Seventy-second Psalm). 


The great 


and 


every 


commissicn at the close of 
Matthew's Gospel (vs. 19, 20) appoints 
two functions to the Church. winning 
men to Christ (making disciples of all 
nations and baptizing them), and “teach- 
(Continued on page 982) 
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By ERNEST GORDON 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





LATIN America Mission School 
A in Colombia.—The school inspector 

had just completed a rigid exam- 
ination of the pupils’ textbooks, their 
knowledge of Colombia’s national heroes 
and the national anthem (they could 
sing all eleven stanzas), their ability to 
recite the Ten Commandments and the 
Lord’s Prayer. Then he turned to the 
teacher for his final word. 

“Senorita,” he said, smiling, “every- 
thing is fine. Your books are correct, the 
room is well ventilated, and while not 
modern, the furniture makes a more or 
less good presentation.” 

He glanced at the portraits, maps, flags, 
and scientific pictures on the walls. 
“Everything is fine.” he repeated. Then 
he paused. “The only thing on which we 
do not agree is religion. You have ten 
days in which to take the necessary steps 
to have your school approved.” 

The teacher tried to smile. She knew, 
and so did he, that it was impossible 
for the school to be approved. That 
meant going to Mass! 

As soon as the inspector had gone, she 
closed the door. “Children,” she said 
tremulously, “let us pray.” Every child 
knelt. 

A few days later another visitor ap- 
peared, the mayor of Sincelejo. He was 
not.smiling. He shouted to the children 
to pick up their books and get out. Then 
he turned to the teacher. “Senorita, 
perhaps you do not realize that in Co- 
lombia there is no liberty of schools or 
of conscience.” 


Prof. A. I. Frederick of College of 
Puget Sound wrote an article for the 
Christian Century to show how incon- 
sequential the results from the Graham 
meetings in Seattle had been. This was 
reproduced in extenso in the British 
Weekly of London, evidently with satis- 
faction in both publications, 

Well, though in Corinth the Lord had 
“much people” as a consequence of 
Paul’s preaching, in Athens there was 
but a handful. 

In Seattle nearly 2,000 of 6.254 signing 
cards in the Graham meetings are now 
church members, and 1,504 others are 
active in some church, though not yet 
members. Dr. Hoyt Watson of Seattle 
Pacific College writes: 

“One objective was to bring about a 
quickening in the spiritual life of the 


churches of Seattle and the Pacific 
Northwest. This was reached to a high 
degree.” 


Why then should this critic regret the 
expenditures which the meetings cost? 
They used to say the same things about 
Billy Sunday. A generation has passed. 


Here is something today about a Billy 
Sunday convert: 


Mr. Eugene Palmer, a clever magician, 
is a Pocket Testament League evange- 
list to the army camps in the United 
States. He has performed before more 
than 450.000 men in 200 camps. A con- 
verted gambler, he was brought to the 
Lord through the ministry of Mr. Sun- 
day. After some sleight-of-hand to at- 
tract attention, he tells the boys of his 
life prior to his conversion. They lis- 
ten intently as he exposes the inside 
workings of the gambling house, telling 
about phony dice, marked cards, the 
shell game, and showing how easy it 
is for an unsuspecting rookie to have 
his paycheck lifted by professional gam- 
blers. Then he swings into personal 
testimony of how the Lord saved him 
and made him a new creature in Christ. 
The great crowds of rough, boisterous 
Servicemen are deeply interested. 

And he is a convert of Billy Sunday’s! 


In Portugal.—The Holy Year of 1951 
was supposed to have closed in a sea 
of glory at the Fatima shrine, and we 
were toid of the millicn who attended 
from Portugal and from abroad. Actu- 
ally it was a great disappointment to 
the clergy and to the army of entrepre- 
who awaited 


neurs and hotelkeepers 
huge financial returns. The Catholic 
newspaper, O Debate, confessed that 


“foreigners were rare in spite of the af- 
firmation and reaffirmation that they 
would come by steamer, train, and air- 
plane from all parts of the world.” 
Nor was any miracle noted although, 
according to O Jornal de Noticias, acci- 
dents and thefts were frequent. One 
thief, disguised as a friar. was especially 
in evidence at the moment when high 


ecclesiastics pleaded through micro- 
phones for large gifts to the Pope. The 
disappointed pilgrims left lamenting. 


Then on November 8 came a great thun- 
derstorm. The tower of Fatima’s basilica 
was struck by lightning and part of the 
pulpit was destroyed. It was a record 
storm for intensity and damage. 

Dr. Mauricio, a Portuguese Baptist, 
who sends us these details, adds: “We 
live in Leiria, near Fatima, and evangel- 
ical work has been blessed here beyond 
that in any other part of the country. 
People thirst for the Word of God. Yet 
the Roman bishop of Leiria publicly 
warns all against helping the heretics. 
Hewever, the fire fell not on us, but on 
the shrine of idolatry.” 

A Lisbon writer, Alexandre Lobato, 
is calling for the wiping out of Protes- 
tant missions in Portuguese colonies on 
the ground that they are unable to de- 
velop a Portuguese nationalist spirit 
among the Negroes. “Religious liberty 
is all very fine for civilized people: not 
for primitive people, who accept what- 
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ever is said to them. Homogeneity 
should be preserved. nor should there 
be religious conflicts as between the 
North and South of Ireland. We want 
no religious islands, separated from our 
national unity.” 

The great 1952 demenstration was held 
in Barcelona, a Eucharistic Congress. 
Life’s account of it notes that eighteen 
bulls were killed in bullfights, which ap- 
pear to have been a Congress side show 

The Fifteenth Annual Convention of 
Christian Business Men’s Committee, In- 
ternational, held in Atlantic City in Oc- 


tober, was attended by 1,200 delegates 
and drew capacity crowds. Mr. Arnold 


Grunigen, Jr., of San Francisco, the re- 
tiring chairman, remarked, “It is thrilling 
to feel, as we most certainly do, that 
C.B.M.C.I, has had its effective part in 
calling men, ordinary men who have b 
come God’s men, into powerful, effective 
fruitful service.” 

Mr. Waldo Yeager of 


e- 


Toledo wi: 


elected international chairman to suc- 
ceed Mr. Grunigen. 
Evangelism and evangel'sm.—I have 


called attention to one of the strangest 
twists in evangelism ever heard of, that 
in France which combines play-acting 
with it. They call themselves the 
“Comedians of the Star,” say they are 
witnessing te Jesus Christ by their per- 
sonal life. community life, and by their 
art. In Aix-en-Provence they acted in 
a great theater aided by M. Gaston Baty, 
founder of the Montparnasse Theatre in 
Paris. “It was a great honor and joy to 
see the satisfaction of this great theatri- 
cal manager.” In March, the team gave 
“The Inn of the Ghost,” a dramatization 
of Henri Guillemin’s novel. and drama- 
tic variations of “Vanity Fair.” To this 
traveling theater, the Gospel is appar- 
ently a side show. 

The late Samuel Vernier belonged to 
a dynasty of God's servants. He was 
son of Pastor Elie Vernier of Valance, 
grandson of Jean Frédéric Vernier, the 
apostle of the revival in the 
After pastoring various churches, Sam- 
uel devoted himself for years to col- 
portage in the sordid Paris banlieue, a 
calling denuded of all attractions and 
exacting to a degree. It was a minis- 
foot, up and down four, sx, 
stories in slum dwellings, always kind 
and smiling. His five children all fol- 
lowed him in evangelical ministry, the 
eldest daughter, Lucie Vernier. pastor- 
ing the church at Bolbec “with all the 
riches of love for sculs which character- 
ized her family predecessors.” 

Is the pacifist sufferer Philippe Vernier 
of this family? There is usually an 
evangelical family root for flow- 
ering. 


try on 


such 








Droéme. | 





Less 


LES 


Mat 
throug 
began 

2 Bu 
Beholc 
the sal 

3 Bu 
when | 

4 He 
shewbr 
hem v 

5 Or 
days tl 
blamele 

6 Bui 
the ten 

7 But 

ercey, 
guiltles: 


T 


Approac 


N TI 
I Gos, 
cont 
that He 
nounced 
sins (ch 
round w 
rael. It 
should ¢ 
message 
rectly co 
and the 
rabbis re 
religion, 
The ec 
two dire 
jected to 
lisciples 
hatism 0! 
rigid set 
restrictio 
Sabbath 
strictions 
to assure 
dom fro 
day a del 
Between 
bound to 
The sec 
the castin 
were ex< 
made a ] 
mons (se 
not by in 
formances 
out demo 








- wu 














Lesson for November 30 





International Uniform Lesson 
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LESSON 9. NOVEMBER 30. JESUS’ LAW OF DOING GOOD (Temperance) 


Matthew 12; printed text, verses 1-14 


Golden Text.—Follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth evil 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 12:1 At that time Jesus went on the sabbath day 
through the corn; and his disciples were an hungred, and 
began to pluck the ears of corn, and to eat. 
they 
Behold, thy disciples do that which is not lawful to do upon 


2 But when the Pharisees saw it, 


the sabbath day. 


3 But he said unto them, Have ye not read what David did, 
when he was an hungred, and they that were with him; 

4 How he entered into the house of God, and did eat the 
shewbread, which was not lawful for him to eat, neither for 
hem which were with him, but only for the priests? 

5 Or have ye not read in the law, how that on the sabbath 
days the priests in the temple profane the sabbath, and are 


> 


blameless? 


. . e . 
6 But I say unto you, That in this place is one greater than 


the temple. 


7 But if ye had known what this meaneth, I will have 
ercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the 


cuiltless. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

N THE twelfth chapter of Matthew’s 
I Gospel we see the king engaged in 

controversy. It will be remembered 
that He struck criticism when He pro- 
nounced the forgiveness of the paralytic’s 
sins (chap. 9:3), so this is not His first 
round with the religious leaders of Is- 
rael. It was inevitable that the clash 
should come, for our Lord brought a 
message of emancipation which was di- 
rectly contrary to the legalistic bondage 
ind the insistence on forms which the 
rabbis regarded as the very essence of 
religion. 

The controversy in this chapter took 
two directions. First, the Pharisees ob- 
jected to the behavior of Jesus and His 
isciples on the Sabbath Day. The sab- 
hatism of those days had come to be a 
rigid set of rules whose keynote was 
restriction. Our Lord’s attitude to the 
Sabbath was quite otherwise. What re- 
strictions the Law imposed were simply 
to assure all men that necessary free- 
dom from toil which would make the 
day a delight, and free it for holy uses. 
Between these two there was 
bound to be war. 

The second subject of controversy was 
the casting out of demons. Now there 
exorcists among the Jews, who 
made a professsion of casting out de- 
mons (see Acts 19:13-16). But Jesus, 
not by incantations and elaborate per- 
formances, but by a word of power, cast 
out demons so effectively that His work 


views 


were 





hath not seen God.—3 John 11 


8 For the Son of man is Lord even of the sabbath day. 


Synagogue: 


said unto him, withered. 


13 Then 


as the other. 


10 And, behold, there was a 
And they asked him, saying, Is it lawful to heal 
on the sabbath days? that they might accuse him. 

11 And he said unto them, What man shall there be among 
you, that shall have one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the 
sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out? 

12 How much then is a man better than a sheep? 
fore it is lawful to do well on the sabbath days, 
saith he to the man, Stretch forth thine hand. 
And he stretched it forth; and it was restored whole, like 


9 And when he was departed thence, he went into their 


man which had his hand 


Where- 


14 Then the Pharisees went out, and held a council against 


him, how they might destroy him. 
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could not be put in the same class as 
that of the professionals. But the Phari- 
sees, smarting under their confusion in 
every argument that they raised with 
Jesus, were determined to vilify His 
work. No statement could be too ex 
treme, no lie too blatant, so long as He 
could be made to stand in a false light 
in the eyes of the people, who were be- 
ginning to wonder if He were not the 
Messiah (Matt, 12:23). So they accused 
Him of being in league with Beelzebub, 
chief of the demons. But once again 
they brought upon themselves a shat- 
tering reply, and their criticisms became 
the occasion for wonderful teaching, 
which is for our admonition also. 

Dr. Merrill F. Unger of the Dallas 
Theological Seminary has recently pro- 
duced a remarkable book entitled “Bib- 
lical Demonology.” In it he has a fine 
passage on this incident in Matthew 12. 
The book calls for careful study. It is 
published by Van Kampen Press, 
Wheaton, IIll., and is priced at $4. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 12:1.—“At that time . . . began 
to pluck the ears of corn, and to eat.” 
It was the same general period as the 
incidents related in the previous chapter, 
Eating grain while passing through a 
field, or fruit while passing through an 
orchard or vineyard, was permissible 
(Deut, 23:24, 25). 


Verse 2.—“Thy disciples do that which 
is not lawful to do upon the sabbath 
day.” It was the doing of it on the Sab- 
bath which they deemed unlawful, as 
they regarded the rubbing of the grain 


between the hands as a form of thresh- 
ing. 

Verse 3.—“Have ye not read what Da- 
vid did ... ?” Our Lord answers the 
criticism first by citing an emergency 
need in the life of one whom they held 
in highest esteem, and whose example 


ought to weigh with them (1 Sam, 21: 
1-6). 
Verse 4—‘“Did eat the shewbread, 


which was not lawful.” As much as to 
say, legality is not the ultimate test of 
an action. Need may call for the setting 
aside of ceremonial rules. 

Verse 5.—“The priests in the temple 
profane the sabbath, and are blameless.” 
The fulfillment of their sacred tasks re- 
quired doing such things as would ordi- 
narily be a breach of the Law. So to 
fulfill the Law they must break the Law 
(see Lev. 24:8). Thus the ceremonial 
regulations are not absolute, but con- 
tingent upon other requirements. 

Verse 6.—“In this place is one greater 
thar the temple.” If the Temple service 
demanded the setting aside of certain 
restrictions, how much more had the 
Lord of the Temple the right to regulate 
the application of the Law for His own 
purposes. See verses 41 and 42. 


Verse 7.—“But if ye had known ,.. 
ye would not have condemned the guilt- 
less.” Ignorance is at the reot of mis- 
judgment. The moral law (mercy) is 
above the ceremonial law (sacrifice), and 
must take precedence. “Guiltless” here 
is the same as “blameless” in verse 5. 


Verse 8.—“For the Son’ of man is Lord 
even of the sabbath day.” See Mark 
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2:28; Luke 6:5. If the Temple is greater 
than the Sabbath (v. 5), and Christ is 
greater than the Temple (v. 6), how 
much more is He above the Sabbath. 
The guiltlessness of the disciples con- 
sists in the fact that they were acting 
in accord with the will of the Lord of 
the Sabbath, even if not in accord with 
the sabbatism of the Pharisees. 


Verse 9.—“He went into their syna- 
gogue.” It is still the Sabbath Day. 
Surely there will be no controversy in 
the place of worship! 


Verse 10.—“Is it lawful to heal on the 
sabbath days?” Mark says they watched 
Him (chap. 3:2). So they asked the 
question with their eyes rather than with 
their lips. The intent was the same— 
to secure evidence against Him. 


Verse 11—“What man ... shall have 
one sheep ... will he not, lift it out?” 
Compassion for a dumb animal, and care 
for one’s own property, will dictate the 
answer. 


Verse 12.—“‘How much then is a man 
better than a sheep?” Christ continu- 
ally upholds the dignity of man as man, 
while condemning his sin. If out of 
compassion and self-interest one will 
help a sheep on the Sabbath Day, then 
whatever the welfare of man may re- 
quire to be done on the Sabbath is al- 
ways lawful. 


Verse 13.—“Stretch forth thine hand 
... and it was restored whole.” Jesus 
put His doctrine into immediate prac- 
tice, and by this demonstration of benef- 
icent power showed that He was not 
only Lord of the Sabbath, but Lord of 
life. 


Verse 14—“Then the Pharisees , 
held a council . , . how they might de- 
stroy him.” Routed in argument, they 
resort to plot. If we refuse the truth, 
we shall want to destroy it. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


In these two incidents included in the 
printed portion of our lesson, our Lord 
taught that three sorts of activity take 
precedence over the ceremonial law. 
Where need, duty, or mercy required it, 
the usual restrictions of the Sabbath 
might be waived without incurring 
guilt. These lessons arose out of two 
“infractions” of the Sabbath law as it 
was interpreted by the Pharisees—one 
by His disciples, and one by Himself. 

The prohibition against plucking the 
ears of grain and rubbing them in the 
hands to separate the kernels from the 
husk was based on the ruling that these 
actions were a form of reaping and 
threshing. Our Lord recalled the in- 
cident in the life of David when he fled 
from Saul, and persuaded the priest, 
Ahimelech, to give him some of the holy 
bread that had been taken off the table 
of shewbread in the holy place, since 
there was no other bread at hand (1 
Sam, 21:1-6). This bread was reserved 


for the priests, but the need of David 
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and his men took precedence over the 
usual restriction. 

Next, our Lord reminded the Pharisees 
that the priests in the Temple, in order 
to fulfill their duties on behalf of the 
people. must engage in activities on the 
Sabbath Day which in other circum- 
stances would not be allowed—as, for 
instance, the carrying of the loaves of 
hallowed bread to and from the golden 
table. Carrying vessels through the 
court was ordinarily prohibited (Mark 
11:16). So again, the demands of duty 
took precedence over common restric- 
tions. 

In the second instance, our Lord de- 
fends His action against the charge of 
Sabbath-breaking by showing that deeds 
of mercy are never unlawful. The very 
men who accused Him would be quick 
to lift a sheep out of a pit on the Sab- 
bath Day, at least if the sheep belonged 
to themselves! But Jesus argues, not 
on the basis of self-interest, but of 
mercy, and reminds them of the value 
and dignity of the human personality 
above all animals. 

The old couplet runs: 

He that complies against his will, 

Is of his own opinion still. 
It was not truth which the Pharisees 
wanted, but the enforcement of their 
opinions. No argument from Scripture 
or from experience would change them. 
But since they could not answer argu- 
ment with argument, they resorted to 
the policies of those who know they 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
NTO what controversies was our Lord 
drawn with the Pharisees in the chap- 
ter of our lesson? 

2. What characterized the Sabbath- 
keeping of the Pharisees? 

3. What was our Lord’s view of the 
Sabbath? 

4. Why did the Pharisees object to the 
disciples’ plucking ears of grain as they 
passed through the field? 

5. What kind of bread did the priest 
give David and his men? 

6. To what extent were the priests ex- 
empt from the law of the Sabbath? 

7. What three things take precedence 
over the usual restrictions on Sabbatic 
activity? 

8. What restrictions should mark our 
observance of the Lord’s Day? 

9. What two errors have to be avoided 
in regard to good works? 

(Answers on page 979) 
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have no valid case—intrigue, with a 
view to silencing the truth by destroying 
its herald. Every man who closes his 
mind to the truth of God is a potential 
persecutor. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The priority of need (Matt, 12:3, 4) 
2. The priority of duty (v. 5) 
3. The priority of mercy (vs. 11, 12) 


Topics for Development 

Moral and Ceremonial Law. In this 
lesson we have seen how need, duty, 
and mercy take precedence over certain 
restrictions of the Law. It should be 
clearly brought out that what is set aside 
in favor of these three is not the moral 
law, but certain aspects of the ceremonial 
law. It is true that moral law is in- 
volved in the question of the Sabbath. 
The recognition of the sovereignty of 
God, the recognition of the rights of our 
fellow men—these are at the basis of the 
Sabbath. But it is not the Sabbath which 
is in question here, but modes of ob- 
servance—restrictions which in the Law 
itself were a guide and protection, but 
which had been multiplied and inter- 
preted until] they had become an intol- 
erable burden. The moral law can never 
be in conflict with itself, and can never 
allow exceptions. When our Lord up- 
holds the priority of need, duty, and 
mercy, He is not putting these up against 
the moral law, but showing that excep- 
tions must be made to ceremonial re- 
strictions and observances in order to 
fulfill the higher Law. 


Lord of. the Sabbath, In the parallel 
passage in Mark’s Gospel (2:23-28), our 
Lord prefixed His claim to lordship over 
the Sabbath with the statement, “The 
sabbath was made for man, and not man 
for the sabbath.” That makes man, in a 
sense. the lord of the Sabbath. Only, 
like God’s other gifts, man takes it and 
spoils it. But the Lord Jesus, the Son 
of man, is the one Man who knows what 
to do with this good gift of God, and 
how to use it for God’s glory and man’s 
welfare. So, as the rightful Lerd of the 
Sabbath, He here declares its true nature, 
showing that no artificial restrictions 
may be allowed to stand in the way of 
man’s highest good. Rightly observed, 
the Sabbath is not legalistic, but a gift 
of grace. 

The Christian Sabbath, For a discus- 
sion of the terms “Sabbath” and “Lord’s 
Day” see TOpics for Development in les- 
son for May 11 (issue of April 26, 1952). 
From The Heart of the Lesson of that 
issue I quote the following: 

“The Christian day of rest is full of 
significance. In the fact of resting after 
six days of toil we remember God our 
creator, who did likewise. But in cele- 
brating the first day of the week, we 
remember the new creation, inaugurated 
by the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
from the dead. We see also the differ- 
ence between the order of Law and the 
order of grace. Under Law, rest is a 
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Lesson for November 30 


reward for work done. Under 
rest is a gift which enables us 
forth to the work.” 


grace, 
to go 


Personal Applications 


“His commandments are not grievous” 
(1 John 5:3). If your observance of the 


Lord’s Day is burdensome to you, either 
your observance is wrong or your heart 


When you learn to keep holy- 
day, you will sing, “Day of all the week 
the best, emblem of eternal rest.” 

Do not copy David in the lies he told 
to Ahimelech, but follow his enlightened 
attitude to the externals of religious 
ceremony (vs. 3, 4). 

“True religion” will never interfere 
with the performance of duty or the 
showing of mercy. 

Let Jesus be Lord of your Sabbath, 
and He will more likely be Lord of every 
other day. 

Truth is indestructible. We only de- 
stroy ourselves in trying to destroy truth. 


Golden Text 
Third John 11.—“He that doeth good is 


is wrong. 


of God: but he that doeth evil hath not 
seen God.” Doing good is the evidence 
of a right relaticn with God, and the 


absence of doing good is the evidence of 
a lack of such relation. Avoid two er- 
rors: first, thinking that doing good will 
make us right with God; second, think- 
ing that we can be right with God with- 
out doing good, 

ELMHurRsT, ILL, 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SuGGESTeD HyMNsS 
“Lord, This Day Thy Children Meet” 
“Tell Me the Stories of Jesus” 
“Help Somebody Today” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, who by sending Thy Son to 
save men hast shown us the worth of 
the human soul, help us to realize how 
much it means that we are made in Thine 


image. Show us how sin has marred 
Thy likeness in us, and then show us 
how the Lord Jesus can restore us to 
Thy likeness. Make Thy Gospel today 


powerful to draw many people to a new 
life in Christ. Teach us to use the priv- 
ileges of the Lord’s Day to turn our souls 
from earth to Heaven, and make this 
day rich in heavenly blessings to us all. 
Then enable us to carry a bit of Heaven 
with us all through the week, into the 
home, into the schcol, into our work, 
and into our play. Help us to cheer the 
sad, relieve the needy, and lighten the 
load of the burdened. May Thy King- 
dom come among men. Give us our 
daily necessities. Pardon our every sin, 
and guide and guard us always, for Thy 
name’s sake. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—A minister who was 
a Sunday guest in a home in Scotland 
found the day warm and suggested open- 
ing a window for fresh air. His hostess 
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sternly eyed him and said, “Mon, dinna 
ye ken that ye can hae no fresh air in 
this house on the Sabbath?” No fresh 
air on Sunday was a rule of hers fcr 
keeping the Lord’s Day! Many such 
senseless rules, defeating the very pur- 
pose of the day, existed among the Jews 
of Christ’s time. As Lord of the Sabbath 
He rightly swept such rules aside. But 
if some people have mistakenly made 
foolish rules for Sabbath keeping, pec- 
ple today go to the other extreme and 
have no rules to govern their use of the 


THOU LORD OF “Xv SABBATH 


day. We Christians, however, may not 
follow the world’s do-as-you-please pat- 
tern for the use of Sunday. He who 
is the Lord of the Sabbath is our Lord, 
and that means He must be Lord of our 
Sabbaths. Is He Lord of yours? 

Here are three simple rules for the 
Christian use of Sunday. First, make it 
a day of rest by keeping work to a mini- 
mum. Works of necessity are allowed 
by Christ, but needless work should not 
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fill His Day. Avoid unnecessary labor 


yourself on Sunday, and be careful not 
to require others to work for you un- 
necessarily. If every Christian car 
owner would fill the car’s gas tank Sat- 
urday, more service station attendants 
would have a free Sunday. If all our 
week-end food requirements were 
bought on Saturday. more corner gro- 
ceries could close Sunday. If simple 
meals were the rule for Sunday, more 
mothers could relax that day. Second, 
make Sunday a day of worship. The 
Lord’s custom was to attend the syna- 
gogue service each Sabbath, and though 
the world chooses to turn from work to 
play on Sunday, the Christian will give 
a leading place to worship on the Lord’s 
Day. Be sure to use some of Sunday’s 
leisure to turn the soul toward God. 
Third, make Sunday a day of kind deeds 


and happy fellowship. By healing the 
sick on the Sabbath, the Lord gave a 


place for deeds of mercy and kindness 
in the keeping of His Day. Visiting sick 
and lonely folk, writing letters of cheer 
and friendliness, giving time to family 
fellowship and Christian service are all 
right ways of using the sacred day, Fol- 
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low these rules and your Sundays will 
enrich and gladden yourself and others 
and will glorify your Lord. 

VaNcovuveR, B. C., CAN, 


we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“His disciples were an hungred” (Matt. 
12:1).—What an experience for these de- 
voted men! In the presence of one to 
whom all power in Heaven and earth 
was given, they were suffering the pangs 
of hunger! They must have marveled 
that He did not use His miraculous power 
to provide food for them. Little did 
they realize that He was going to use 
this trial to point a lesson for all time. 

Whether Christians are aware of it or 
not. there is always an “if need be” for 
each of our trials (1 Pet. 1:6, 7). 

A young, tried believer said to me: 
“Surely the Lord will not suffer me to 
be hungry.” “Why not?” I asked. “He 
permitted Israel to hunger (Deut, 8:3), 
He allowed His apostles to hunger—even 
such a one as the Apostle Paul (1 Cor. 
‘:11). Many trials constitute the com- 
mon lot of the people of God (Acts 
14:23).” 

When there was no bread for: break- 
fast, a poor and ill mother said to her 
young daughter, “The God who feeds the 
birds will not refuse bread to a little 
child who asks fer it.” Immediately the 
girl prayed: “Give us this day our daily 
bread.” With the prayer came an im- 
pulse to go out and seek food. As she 
wondered where God kept His bread, 
she turned a corner and saw a well-filled 
bakery. “This,” said she to herself, “‘is 
the place.” The baker looked kindly at 
the little girl as she said: “I’ve come 
fer it.’ “Come for what?” “My daily 
bread,” she said as she pointed to the 
loaves. “I'll take two, if you please, 
one for Mother and one for me.” “All 
right.” said the baker, putting them into 
a bag, and giving them to his small cus- 
tomer, who started at once for the door. 
“Where’s your money, miss?” he asked. 
“T haven’t any,” she answered. “Then 
why did you come here?” His tone 
frightened her, and through her tears 
she said: “Mother is sick, and I am so 
hungry. In my prayers, I said, ‘Give us 


this day our daily bread,’ and then I° 


thought God meant me to get it: so I 
came.” The baker’s heart was softened, 
and he sent her back to her mother with 
a well-filled basket, 

“Behold, thy disciples do that which 
is not lawful” (Matt. 12:2).—It was per- 
fectly legal—and Scriptural—for the dis- 
ciples to do what they were doing (Deut, 
23:25); but because they were doing it 

n the Sabbath, the Pharisees brought 
this accusation against them. 

The Pharisees professed to be chari- 
table. They had it in their power to 
change this incident by giving the dis- 
ciples food; but they hated the Lord 
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and sought occasion against Him, and 
would rather accuse than feed His dis- 
ciples. 

Was it not Goldsmith who said: “Like 
the tiger that seldom desists from pur- 
suing man after having once preyed 
upon human flesh, the person who has 
once gratified his appetite with calumny, 
makes ever after the most agreeable 
feast on murdered reputation’? 

“But he said unto them, Have ye not 
read what David did... ?” (Matt. 12:3.) 
The Sabbath was a divine institution, 
and Israel was commanded to observe 
it (Exod. 20:10). Servile work was for- 
bidden, but not works of necessity, piety, 
and mercy. 

David was their most conspicuous king, 
The only reason that he was driven to 
the necessity of eating the shewbread 
(1 Sam. 21:1-6) was Israel’s rejection of 
him. “Israel’s sin profaned the holy 
bread” (W. Kelly). David was a type 
of the Lord Jesus, who was also rejected 
of Israel. No ceremonial or traditional 
observance is worth a pin if Christ is 
not given His place in the heart, 

He also reminds them that the work 
of the priests in the Temple, in connec- 
tion with the sacrifices and circumcision 
would be considered by them a profana- 
tion of the Sabbath, but they do not 
accuse them. They were allowed to con- 
tinue breaking the Sabbath because their 
services were necessary. They knew, in 
their hearts, there were exceptions to 
the Law. They suffered them in others, 
but would nct allow Hint to make an 
exception, although He was “greater 
than the temple” and “Lord even of the 
sabbath day.” They proved themselves 
hypocrites, 

Although they knew—or should have 
known—that the Lord would have mercy 
rather than formal sacrifice, they re- 
fused to show mercy. When the Lord 
extended mercy and healed the with- 
ered hand of the man in the synagogue, 
on the Sabbath Day. they revealed their 
murderous hatred of Him by holding a 
council to discover a way of destroying 
Him, 

“Whom men fear, they hate: and whom 
they hate, they wish dead.” 

This being the temperance lesson, we 
will remark that in 1950 France produced 
an all-time record of 1,716,000,000 gallons 
of wine—a little more liquid than the 
big Shasta Reservoir holds on the Sacra- 
mento River in California, 

Before the war the French themselves 
drank 134,640,000 gallons of the heady 
beverage a month—about three and one 
half gallons for every child and adult of 
that nation’s 40,000,000 inhabitants! 

A 26-year-old barber of San Diego 
confessed an “impulse” murder. He told 
police his blind urge compelled him to 
truss and bludgeon an old-age pensioner. 
“IT was very drunk, everything went 
blank, and I got the urge to kill the old 
man. Whenever I get drunk, I get urges 
I can’t control.” 

When asked if he ever felt impelled 
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to cut with his straight-edge razor while 
shaving a customer, answered, “Sure, 
from ear to ear,” drawing his index 
finger across his throat, There is a warn- 
ing to every man who allows a barber 
to shave him! Ask him if he drinks! 


Wawona, CALIF, 


V4 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, in the fourteen brief 

verses of the lesson text for today 
there are four incidents in whiclf a man’s 
hand is involved: (1) the disciples 
plucking corn in the field, (2) David 
taking the shew bread from its place in 
the temple, to eat, (3) a man reaching 
down to lift his sheep out of a pit, and 
(4) a man stretching forth his withered 











Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C, Smith 
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Lesson for November 30 


hand. Also there is reference to the 
work the priests had to do with their 
hands on the Sabbath Day. The question 
was, What was lawful or unlawful on 
the Sabbath? and the Pharisees were 
snooping around, trying to find cause to 
accuse Jesus before the Sanhedrin. Our 
Lord showed them, both by precept and 
example, what was true Sabbath observ- 
ance. God’s laws are not only reasonable 
and practical, but they are also merci- 
ful. 

The climax came with the miraculous 
healing of the man’s withered hand. It 
was the outstanding event on that Sab- 
bath Day, and we may well spend our 
entire lesson period on it. First, think 
what a valuable member of the body is 
the hand. It is in almost constant serv- 
ice during cur waking moments. How 
many commonplace but necessary things 
we would be powerless to do without 
our hands! How genius would suffer: 
Paderewski with his piano, Rembrandt 
with his brush and palette, Michelangelo 
with his chisel, Einstein in his labora- 
tory! How skill in sports would lan- 
guish: Sammy Snead with his golf clubs, 
Stan Musial with his bat, Bobby Shantz 
with his pitching arm! 

But there is something better than all 
it is the friendly, sympathetic handshake, 
the tender, encouraging pat on the shoul- 
der—that silent gesture which can mean 
so much. I'll never forget the day in 
my boyhood when an officer of the 
church rebuked me for something he saw 
me do, but at the same time he laid his 
warm hand on my shoulder with such 
loving emphasis that it made me know 
he was right and only desired that which 
was for my good. He has long ago gone 
to his reward, but I will always be grate- 
ful to him for what he did for me that 


day. His kindly, gentle, friendly hand 
impressed the lesson so that it didn't 
sting. 

The man standing in the synagogue 
had a withered hand. Luke's account 
says it was his right hand. It hung 
limp at his side. He had no power to 
move it. Jesus did not touch him: He 


simply said, “Stretch forth thine hand.” 
And the record is that “he stretched it 
forth: and it was restored whole, like 
as the other.” 

Now, fellows, let’s take a frank look 
at our own hands. Could it be possible 
that you or I might have a withered 
hand? It does nct look so, as we hold 
it up before our eyes. It is a very good, 
strong hand. Has the power of a firm 
grip—clean-looking hand, nails nicely 
trimmed (maybe manicured). But what 
Wwe specially like about it is its strength. 
But with all that, it may be a withered 
hand! Has it done anything for Christ’s 
sake today? Or have its activities been 
wholly for myself? God gave me that 
hand for service—service to Him. If I 


am devoting its strength, its flexibility, 
its deftness solely for myself, then it is 
withered—spiritually withered; and it is 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the spirit that is eternal, not the flesh. 


Does my hand sin? Do I realize that 
my hand can break the second, fourth, 
fifth, sixth, seventh. and eighth Com- 
mandments? If it is breaking any one 
of them, it is withered. But the same 
one who said to the man in the syna- 


gogue, “Stretch forth thine hand,” can 
heal my withered hand, too. If I ask 


Him in faith, He will give me the power 


to withdraw my withered hand of sin 
and stretch it forth in His service. 
“Whatsoever thy hand findeth [right] 
to do, do it with thy might” (Eccles 


9:10). “In the morning sow thy seed, 
and in the evening withhold not thine 
hand: for thou knowest not whether 
shall prosper, either this or that, or 
whether they both shall be alike good” 
(Eccles, 11:6). 

Listen, fellows; can you hear him? 
He is saying to you and to me, “Stretch 
forth thine hand”! 

FonTAaNa Dam, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
THE Hoty CHRIST AND THE Evit PHARISEES 


ATERIALS needed: 
white paper, 
pencils and notebooks, 

Matthew 11 ends with an invitation 
to come to Jesus. Matthew 12 reveals 
still more about the wonderful person 
who gave this gracious invitation. Mat- 
thew 12 also exposes the black hearts 
of the Pharisees, who hated Him without 
a cause, 

Read the first verse of the chapter. 
Now find Deuteronomy 23:24. Do you 
see that the disciples had God’s sanction 
for what they were doing? It is true 
that God’s Word also said that no work 
should be done on the Sabbath Day. 
The disciples were not working: they 
were only getting a little needed food 
as they followed their Master. What a 
reflection that their King’s followers 
should be hungry and lack food as they 
went about doing good! 

Now read verse 2. The Pharisees 
criticized the disciples of Christ, instead 
of following the Lord themselves, as they 
ought to have done. Really they were 
criticizing Him, in a roundabout way. 
“Thy disciples do that which is not law- 
ful to do unon the sabbath day.” The 
Pharisees were intimating that the Lord 
ought to stop His disciples from doing 
anything that they disapproved of. Read 
on to verse 6. What question is in both 
verse 3 and verse 5? (“Have ye not 
read?”) They criticized because they 
were ignorant of the written Word of 
God as well as of the Living Word. 
What startling statement did the Lord 
Jesus make in verse 6? (“In this place 
is one greater than the temple.”) Yes, 
the Temple was the house of God, but 
Christ was God manifest in the flesh! 


black paper, 
and paste, 


scissors 
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Read the next two verses. What 
further statement did Jesus make in 
verse 8? (“The Son of man is Lord 


even of the sabbath day.”) The Sabbath 
Day was instituted by God, but Christ 
was God as well as man. He who made 
the Law has control of it. 

What did Jesus do next on the Sab- 
bath Day? See verse 9. (He entered 
into the synagogue.) This was our 
Lord’s custom from childhood, 

Read verse 10. When these Pharisees 
saw the man with the withered hand, 
they did not care whether he was ever 
healed or not. They only hoped that 
they could use his affliction as a means 
of accusing Christ. What hard hearts 
they had! What a contrast to the blessed 


Lord, who was always “moved with 
compassion” whenever He saw suffer- 
ing! See how wisely He answered their 


question in verses 11 and 12. Since it 
was lawful to rescue an animal on the 
Sabbath Day, surely it was lawful to heal 
a man. Notice that the Lord healed 
him with a word. First He showed the 
Pharisees that it was right to heal the 
man. Then He healed him in such a 
way that it could not possibly be called 
working. Verse 14 tells the result. The 
Pharisees held a council to plan His 
destruction. They wanted to destroy the 
Lord of the Sabbath because He did not 
keep His Sabbath as they had decided 
it should be kept. What awful pride! 
15 to 21. Here we have 
several verses to underline. Do you 
remember that we set out to mark in 
the Gospel of Matthew all Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures which were fulfilled in 
the life of Christ? Then here we must 
mark verses 18 to 21. 

What happened in verse (The 
Lord made a blind and dumb man both 
see and speak.) The next verse shows 
that this miracle helped the common 
people to understand that Jesus was the 
promised Messiah But the Pharisees 
were determined not to admit that. What 
wicked thing did they suggest in verse 
24° They ascribed Christ’s wonderful 
works to the Devil, instead of to the 
Spirit of God. That is a sin which can 
never be forgiven. 

Read verse 30. This is most important, 
Many people who know that they are 
not working with Christ, would be 
greatly shocked if they knew He had 
said that they are therefore against Him! 
There is no neutral ground. Our lies 
will count against Christ unless we are 
definitely for Him. On which side are 
you? 

Verse 33 reminds us of the two trees 
we read about in Matthew 7. Here it is 
made plain that they represent two kinds 
of human hearts, one good and the other 
evil. The Pharisees proved that their 
hearts were evil by what they said. 
They spoke words of criticism, hatred, 
and slander. 

Read the end of verse 41. (“Behold, 
a greater than Jonas is here.”) Then 


Read verses 


22? 
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in verse 42, “Behold, a greater than Solo- 
mon is here.” If only the Pharisees 
would have beheld Him! But they would 
not. They were blind to the glory of 
the holy Son of God.. because they chose 
to be. In this one chapter He told them 
that He was greater than their greatest 
building, the Temple, greater than their 
greatest institution, the Sabbath, greater 
than their amazing prophet, Jonah, even 
greater than their greatest king. Solo- 
mon. Surely His words should have 
made them stop and ponder and repent. 
But they did not. They continued plot- 
ting His destruction. 

Now read verses 46 to 50. The Roman 
Catholic Church accords Mary the 
mother of Jesus titles and honors not 
found in Scripture. Here the Lord Jesus 
had just pointed out four times over the 
greatness of His own person. A message 
was brought to Him that His mcther 
and brethren were outside waiting to 
speak to Him. If Mary were to be wor- 
shiped as queen of Heaven, or as Mother 
of God, this was His opportunity to in- 
troduce her as such, and to call atten- 
tion to her greatness. But Jesus did 
not do so. He did not ask that Mary 
be brought in. Instead He stretched 
forth His hand toward His disciples, and 
said, “Behold my mother and my breth- 
ren! For whosoever shall do the will 
of my Father which is in heaven, the 
same is my brother, and sister, and 
mother.” He intimated that His disciples 
were closer to Him than His relatives 
by the ties of nature, because the dis- 
ciples were doing God’s will. The Phari- 
sees pretended to be doers of God’s will, 
but they did just the opposite. Are we 
keeping close to Him by doing His will? 

In your notebooks write, “Matthew 12.” 
Underneath that, “The. Pharisees Criti- 
cize Christ.” Below that, “Two Kinds 
of Hearts.” Then make, side by side, 
a black heart and a white heart, and 
write verse 35 underneath. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

How Much Are People Worth? (Matt. 12:9-13) 
FOUND a little dead bird on the 
ground one day. Did God know about 

that little dead bird? (Matt. 10:29.) He 

knew when somebody shot the sparrows 
in Bible days. Did He know when John 
the Baptist was shut up in the dark 
dungeon? Yes, I can’t say why God left 
him there, but the Lord told John he 
would be blessed if he did not Jose his 
faith when things were black and hard 
to understand. (Use a picture of a pris- 


oner, perhaps of Paul. for John the Bap- 
tist in chapter 11:2. Beside this, if room, 
place one of Christ healing or speaking 
to the crowds.) 

(Use a picture of Bible children at 
play, if one is available.) Does the Lord 
watch over even children at play? Does 
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He know their games, and whether they 
play nicely or not? What games did He 
see them playing in His day? Some- 
times it was weddings or funerals (vs. 
16, 17). I suppose they pretended with 
their fingers to be playing flutes—fast, 
happy music—while others acted out the 
wedding. Sometimes it was slow, sad 
music, while others cried and hit their 
breasts in pretended grief over one who 
played dead. But there were children 
who would not play happily, always 
wanted to play something else. Some 
grownups were like that, would not lis- 
ten either to stern John the Baptist or 
to the loving Lord Jesus. 

“All of you are children of the most 
High” (Psa. 82:6, Memory Verse). Does 
the Lord know every child who believes 
in Him and loves Him? (A picture of 
the Lerd at prayer may represent His 
thanksgiving for the humble, like the 
children, who believe in Him.) Does the 
Lord know when we are tired, and things 
are hard? (Use a picture of Christ with 
arms outstretched.) It is then He calls, 
“Come unto me.” 

There was a man who could not work 
because his arm was paralyzed. It was 
the Sabbath Day: and oh, what strict 
rules they had about not doing any work 
on that day! Even if you were hungry, 
you must not pick grain and rub off the 
husks to eat it—that was harvesting and 
threshing grain—and harvesting and 
threshing grain was work—and work 
must not be done on the Sabbath. There 
were enemies snooping around the Lord 
Jesus. Maybe He would break some of 
the Sabbath rules, they thought. Maybe 
He would heai that man with the bad 
arm. Wouldn't that be work? 

Some things are more important than 
keeping rules. In a country school, sub- 
primary Lillian came in late. The 
teacher was busv with a class and did 
not notice what Lillian had. Carrie, one 
of the big girls, raised her hand several 
times. But the rule was not to interrupt 
the teacher while she was busy with a 
class: she would answer the questions 
afterward. Soon Carrie left her seat and 
came down to tell the teacher that Lil- 
lian was playing with a handful of 
matches and might start a fire. Did 
Carrie do right to break the rules and 
interrupt the teacher? Yes, it was more 
important to see that those matches did 
not start a fire than to go on with class. 
The Lord Jesus—and the bad men, too 
—knew it was more important to help 
an unhappy man than to keep from do- 
ing anything on the Sabbath—why, they 
knew it was more important even to 
help an animal than to keep the Sab- 
bath rules, 

Read this story this week. Watch how 
the wicked men explained that the Lord 
Jesus could do His miracles. Then, too, 
you remember He told us to love Him 
even more than Daddy and Mother. See 
if you find a story that shows He loves 
us as much as His mother and family. 
(Again there are exactly seven divisions 
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Lesson for November 30 


of the chapter, one for each day, if the 
children wish to divide it this way.) 
Can you show people that the Lord 
loves them by helping someone sad or 
in trouble today? 
ORONO, MAINE, 
we 


For Primary Teachers 

By Helen E. Odenwelder 

HEN the Lord 
disciples to follow 
them that they 
them any extra 


Jesus called His 
Him, He told 
not take with 
clothing or shoes, nor 
should they any money with them 
(Matt. 10:9, 10). So, as the disciples 
went from one village to another, they 
ate food that they saw growing along 
the way. In those days, we are told, it 
perfectly all riesht for a hungry 
person to take something to eat from 
another man’s field, and it was not con- 
sidered stealing, 
One day as they 
ciples took some 
fields, rubbed it 
to remove the and ate it. And 
it was the Sabbath Day. The Pharisees 
hated the Lord Jesus and His disciples 
When they saw the disciples picking the 
grain, they rushed immediately to the 
Lord Jesus and told Him that His fol- 
lowers were breaking the Law of Moses, 
That Law said that no one could work 
on the Sabbath Day and the Pharisees 
said that picking the heads of grain was 
reaping, and reaping was’ working. 
Therefore the disciples were guilty of 
breaking the Law, they said. 
But the Lord Jesus looked 
eyes of the wicked Pharisees, 
“Did you never read [in the Scriptures 
(1 Sam, 21:1-7)] what David did, when 
he and his soldiers became hungry? How 
he went into the house of God, and they 
ate the sacred loaves, which it was 
against the law for him or his soldiers 
to eat, or for anyone except the priests?” 
(Williams Translation.) Now the Phari- 
sees respected David, who had lived long 
before them. So when the Lord 
Jesus reminded them that David had 
broken a law and had eaten something 
that he should not have eaten, the Phari- 
sees did not say another word against 
the disciples. Then the Lord Jesus said 
that He was the Lord of the Sabbath 
From there the Lord Jesus went into 
the synagogue and the Pharisees went, 
too. Always the Pharisees watched the 
Lord Jesus to see if they could find 
Him doing something that they thought 
was wrong. How they hated Him! So, 
as soon as they got inside the synagogue 
they saw a man whose hand was with- 
ered—he could not use it at all. Imme- 
diately the Pharisees thought, “Now we 
can get something against Him.” Look- 
ing at the Lord Jesus Christ, they said, 
“Is it right to cure people on the sab- 
bath?” 
Now 


should 


take 


was 


the dis- 
one of the 


hands 


journeyed, 
grain from 
between their 
kernels, 


into the 
and said, 


years 


the Lord Jesus knew exactly 
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what the wicked Pharisees were think- 


ing. He looked them straight in the 
eye, and said, “What man is there among 
you, if he has only one sheep and it falls 


into a ditch on the sabbath, will not lay 
hold on it and lift it out? and how much 
more a man is worth than a sheep! S« 


it is right to do good on the sabbath” 
(Williams Translation). Then God's 
dear Son said to the man, “Hold out 


your hand.” Everyone in the synagogue 
turned to look at the man. They knew 
he could not move his hand, for it had 
hung at his side for years. But when 
the Lord Jesus commands someone to 
do something, He also makes it possible 
for him to do it. So when He said, “Hold 


cut your hand,” the man did exactly 
as He said. His hand moved, he wig- 
gled his fingers, and surely enough that 


hand had become the his good 
one. He had been healed. And remem- 
ber, it was the Sabbath Day. 

You would certainly think that the 
Pharisees would have realized how fool- 
ish they had been and would have apol- 
ogized to the Lord Jesus for having been 
so unkind to Him. God's Son had shown 
them that they themselves rescued ani- 
mals on the Sabbath Day: that men 
were better than animals; and that since 
they rescued animals on the Sabbath 
Day, it certainly was perfectly all right 
for Him to heal a man on that day. But 
did they apologize? No, indeed, they 
did not! Instead, they went out and 
tried to decide among themselves how 
they would kill the blessed Lord Jesus 


Same as 


Christ. Imagine that! 

Oh, how those Pharisees hated the 
Lord Jesus! He had taught them a very 
important lesson and had shown them 
how sinful they were at heart. Although 
they were religious men, they did not 
love God as they should. They were 
willing to take care of their own ani- 
mals, but they were not willing for the 
Lord Jesus Christ to heal a sick man 
on the Sabbath Day. How happy and 


pleased the dear Son of God would have 


been then—and would be today—to see 
His own people doing good and helpful 
things on His day. 


LANCASTER, Pa, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1953 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 


Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted. and $2 for the best one 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.”" Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations 


not that 
Golden Text). 
r, preaching to his peo- 
“IT want you to have a holy 
aversion to sin. Do you know what I 
mean by aversion? Suppcse any of you 
were to put your hand into your pocket 
and feel a toad there, you would draw 


A Holy Aversion.—Follow 
which is evil (3 John 11, 
A famous ministe 
ple, said: 
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it out quickly from an aversion to the 
reptile. Do just so with regard to sin.” 
—From the Christian Age. Sent by Mrs. 
B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. Prize 
illustration. 


At Her Own Pace.—But I say unto 
you, That in this place is one greater 
than the temple (Matt. 12:6). Some- 
time ago I was invited to perform a 
wedding ceremony in a cathedral. Every- 
thing was proceeding true to form until 
the small, charming flower girl appeared 
on the scene and took such tiny steps 
that it seemed as though she were at 
a standstill. Her mother sat close enough 
to the aisle to whisper to her and urge 
her to speed up a bit. To the amaze- 
ment of all, the child exclaimed aloud, 
“No, Mother, you told me to walk slow!” 
Certainly the mother had instructed the 
child to walk slowly, and the mother was 
the best judge as to whether her in- 
structions were being carried out or not, 
When the mother spoke again, the child 
should have realized that her extreme 
slowness was grieving rather than pleas- 
ing the one who had parental authority 
over her. But no, she had her own idea 
of those instructions and intended to 
carry them out to her own satisfaction. 
Sometimes the spirit of a command is 
far more impertant than the actual let- 
ter of it. The Pharisees failed to con- 
sider the authority of the Person whom 
they were criticizing. He was Lord of 
creation and Lord of the Sabbath, and 
they could not do better than to hearken 
to Him and discover they were placing 
the emphasis in the wrong place as long 
as they ignored His person. To acknowl- 
edge His lordship is to set aside one’s 
own will and become obedient to His 
will in all things. Our interpretation 
of His will should never be such as to 
justify our sinful act of sitting in judg- 
ment on Him.—From Tom M. Olson, in 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
S. J. Beeker, Nashville, Tenn, 


It’s Mercy We All Need.—I will have 
mercy, and not sacrifice (Matt. 12:7). 
Years ago, Mayor Gaynor of New York 
befriended a poor down-and-outer, and 
was reproved by a lawyer friend, who 
said: “The fellow’s no good. He has 
only got what he deserved.” Here Mayor 
Gaynor interrupted his harsh friend with 
a smile. “Did you ever hear of the 
mother,” he asked, “who visited Napo- 
leon on behalf of a son condemned to 
death? The emperor said the young 
man had twice committed the same of- 
fense, and justice demanded the forfeit 
of his life. ‘But, sire,’ cried the mother, 
‘I don’t plead for justice, but for mercy.’ 
‘He does not deserve mercy,’ said the 
emperor. ‘Ah, no, he does not, indeed,’ 
the mother admitted, ‘but it wculd not 
be mercy, sire, if he deserved it.’ ‘Well, 
then,’ said Napoleon, quickly, ‘I will 
have mercy.’ ”"—From the Methodist Re- 
corder. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 
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No Room for His Provision.—For the 
Son of man is Lord even of the sabbath 
day (Matt. 12:8). A female reporter 
of a secular journal waited on a pastor 
of a New York City church for a snappy 
article on the subject of Sunday news- 
papers. The pastor said: “This is how 
I feel abcut it: suppose you invite me 
as a friend to dine at your house, and I 
accept. You would make special prep- 
aration for my coming. It is woman’s 
way to give her best where she gives her 
confidence and friendship. So that you 
have a bountiful feast all ready against 
my coming. Now imagine my stopping 
at a street corner on the way to your 
home and gorging myself at the peanut 
stand. I ask this common-sense ques- 
tion: What condition would I be in to 
enjoy your luscious viands. and what 
kind of courtesy or appreciation would 
this be for all your kindness in prepar- 
ing for me? There across the street 
stands the house of my dearest Friend. 
One day out of seven He invites me 
there to meet with Him and also to 
receive from Him such blessings as He 
has especially provided and adapted to 
my need. I ask again, Is it consistent 
with spiritual worship and service, is it 
conducive to a devotional mind, is it 
either courteous to God or just to myself, 
if on the morning of that sacred day, ! 
fill my thoughts with the secularities, 
the commercialisms. the gossips, the 
scandal, the general excrecences of 
every-day, rough-and-tumble life in this 
mammon-loving age?” What could the 
reporter do but say, “I never thought of 
it in that light before’?—From Tom M. 
Olson, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


Slowing Down.—He went into their 
synagogue (Matt. 12:9). A boy named 
Donald observed that the grandfather's 
clock was striking the hour very slowly, 
and heard his Uncle John remark, 
“Sounds as if the striking part of it is 
nearly run down.” The following Sun- 
day morning Uncle John’s wife came 
into the room where he was reading, 
and asked him if he were going to 
church. He replied, very slowly, “Oh, I 
—I suppose so.” Then Donald remarked: 
“Why, Uncle John, that sounds as if the 
chapel part of you is nearly run down. 
Is it?” Uncle John flushed as he threw 
the paper aside, saying, “Maybe it is, 
Donald; but we'll wind it up again, and 
get a little stronger movement.”—From 
the Methodist Recorder. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


No Place for Week-Day Tasks.—If it 
fall into a pit on the sabbath day (Matt. 
12:11). A man... was trying to get 
his Negro servant to do some uncesessary 
work on Sunday. He reminded the serv- 
ant that Jesus had said it was lawful 
to pull an ox or an ass out of a pit.on 
the Sabbath. “Yes, Massa,” was the 
ready reply, “but not if it fell in on Sat- 
urday.”—From Dr. J. R. Miller. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 
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Restored Hands.—And he stretched it 
forth; and it was restored whole, like 
as the other (Matt. 12:13). 


Praise God! Praise God! Give me my tools 
again! 

Oh, let me grasp a hammer and a saw! 

Bring me a nail and any piece of wood; 

Come see me shut my hand and open it, 

And watch my nimble fingers twirl a ring. 


I am a man again, a man for work; 

A man for earning bread and clothes and 
home; 

A man, and not a useless hold-the-hand; 

A man, no more a bandaged cumberer, 
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Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 
By Helen G. H. Estelle 


President, Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
of the State of New York 

Can It Be Done?—Fred D. L. Squires, 
of the American Business Men’s League, 
has the answer. The solution of the 
alcohol problem would be well within 
the range of the present generation, if 
a few reasonable and practical things 
could be achieved, as follows: 
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Oh! blessed Sabbath of all Sabbath days! 

And did you hear them muttering at Him? 

And did you see them looking sour at me? 

They'll cast me from the synagogue, per- 
chance, 

But let them; I’ve a hand, a hand, a hand! 


And, dear wife, to think He goes about 

So quietly, and does such things as this, 

Making poor half-men whole in hand and 
foot, 
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For He has been the hand of God to me. 
—From Amos R. Wells. Sent by Mrs, 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 
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This Week's Questions Answered “He that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.” Matt. 10:39 
(The questions are on page 972) ne ——— — 


1. (1) Concerning the Sabbath (Matt. 
12:1-14); (2) concerning the casting out 
of demons (vs, 22-37). 


we 


“Thoroughly Fomishe. | 


2. Rigid prohibitions. 


3. That it was instituted for man’s ‘(HE great majority of the hun- 
} benefit, not as an end in itself (Mark 2: dreds of C.E.I. Alumni are in full- 
27). time Christian service, scattered through- 


out the globe. They minister as efficient 
Pastors, Evangelists, Missionaries, Teach- 
ers, Church Musicians, Children’s 
Workers, and leaders in Religious Edu- 
cation. These radiant, Spirit-filled evan- 
gels, gripped by the all-consuming pas- 
sion to make Christ known to others, 
are most effective soul-winners because 
they are trained in the Word of God— 
“throughly furnished unto all good 
works.” 


4. The plucking by hand was regarded 
as a form of reaping, and the rubbing as 
a form of threshing. 


5. The bread that had been on the 

golden table in the holy place for seven 

days, and called the shewbread. It was 
reserved for the priests. 

6. Insofar as the usual prohibitions in- 

terfered with the work of the sanctuary, 


C.E.I. is co-educational — with a 
wholesome social life: Interdenomina- 
tional — Faculty and Students represent 
more than thirty denominations. Wes- 
leyan and evangelistic to the core, it 
stands ready to prepare you for a God- 
anointed, Christ-centered, Spirit- filled 
life ministry. 


7. Need, duty, and mercy, 


8. Such restrictions as will set the day 
apart for holy exercises and assure the 
physical, mental, and spiritual refresh- 
ment that it is intended to bestow. 


9. The legalistic error of regarding 
them as a means of salvation, and the 
antinomian error of divorcing salvation 
from the obligation to do good. The handsome Broc 


shown 












\ herewith will tell y« about 
ELMHURST, ILL, Cc E I.’s wonderful ministry. 
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A Christmas gift that will remind the 
recipient many times of your thought- 
fulness and love is a subscription to The 
Sunday School Times. A Gift Card 
notice of such a subscription will be sent, 
if you so request. Rates are on page 983. 





A corner of a class in 
Typing. Insert, a regu- 
lar class in Theology. 
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throughout the United States of America; 

2. If all intelligent persons, knowing 
the inescapable influence of personal ex- 
ample, should frown upon sccial drink- 
ing; 

3. If every state in the United States 
would make as searching, exhaustive, 
and completely unbiased a study of tax- 
ation and its relation to alcohclic bever- 
ages and other evils, as has Massachu- 
setts, and would act upon its findings; 

4. And if the tragic experience of 
countless mothers and fathers, and the 
zeal of Christian leaders, could be en- 
listed in a movement to undertake and 
maintain thorcughgoing education on the 
alcohol problem of children at every 
school age level, and of adults, through 
adequate presentation of the facts. 

If these perfectly feasible things could 
be done, says Mr. Squires, the liquor 
problem wculd be a thing of the past 
inside of this generation, 


This Is 1952!—“Without fear of contra- 
diction, I say that corruption of law- 
enforcement officers is rampant in many 
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American communities today on a scale 


. that makes the ccrruption of prohibition 


days look like kindergarten play.”—Sen- 
ator Estes Kefauver, in the Civic Bul- 
letin. 


Live With Yourself!—Old Mose was a 
slave. He was known for his wicked- 
ness. He threatened to run away, but 
did not. Twitted by his companions for 
not carrying out his plans. he explained, 
“Well. I just got to thinkin’ that wher- 
ever I would go I would have to take 
old Mose alcng, and I thought I might 
as well stay right here.” 


Decides at Seven.—Glenn Cunning- 
ham, the famous runner, writes that he 
decided to leave tobacco and drink alone 
when he was seven years of age. His 
friends would have parties, but he had 
courage to hold to his conviction. He 
recognizes that liquor dealers are inter- 
ested in youth, for they will become 
steady customers. ° 

“We fail to fulfill our obligations as 
citizens,” he says. “if we do not fight 
against liquor. We must be missionaries 
and fcllowers of Christ. It’s time 
we start taking stock, and if we pull 
tegether, we could sweep liquor out of 
the nation.” 


400 high school students, incensed at 
being called delinquents, appeared be- 
fore the Eureka City Council (Calif.) 
and charged its members with failing 
to do their duty: 

“You have complained about teen-age 
behavior, but you have failed as a City 
Council to recognize your duty. You 
do not enforce the liquor laws in 
Eureka.” 

The students admitted that their big- 
gest problem involves alcoholic drinks. 
The reason given for so large a per- 
centage of students drinking was “the 
ease with which it can be obtained.” 


The Alabama “Christian Advocate” 
challenges us with this item: 

“I’ve just been reading an item in 
the Upper Room. The writer told of 
seeing a cartoon showing a mother and 
a father in a beer tavern, giving their 
young son money to go to a movie, The 
father is reading a newspaper with a 
glaring headline saying ‘Juvenile De- 
linquency Soars.’ and the father com- 
ments, ‘I don’t know what these kids of 
today are coming to.’ Parents drinking 
in a saloon, kiddie on way to movies, is 
the answer. 


When president of a woman's col- 
lege, Frances E, Willard, back in the 
1870’s, wrote: 

“The public school is the greatest 
training ground for the future citizens 
of our republic. and it is the duty and 
the privilege of the state to teach faith- 
fully the nature of alcohol and its ef- 
fects on the human system: innocent 
childhood has an unquestioned right to 
receive frcm the educators of the com- 
monwealth the truth concerning this 
vital subject.” 
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Toss Him Off!—When you turn on your 
radio or watch your TV your children 
are being invited to try beer and wine. 
Your family cannot watch a ball game 
without being urged constantly to try 
someone’s beer. You would toss off your 
steps any salesman who called daily at your 
front door to ccax your wife and family 
to drink. But the liquor advertisements 
or the air are doing that very thing. 
Why not write your congressman and 
ask him to help get the Bryson Bill 
passed, so your family may be protected? 
Church and Sunday school leaders 
should urge this protection to our homes. 


Rise Up and Build is the advice that 
Dr. Roy Smith gave recently, when he 
said that there has never been a time 
in the history of the American people 
when they have been so completely under 
the domination of the liquor business as 
at the present moment. The radio, mag- 
azines, and newspapers are carrying 
more advertisements, cleverly presented, 
to induce more social drinking. Chris- 
tians should build into their lives the old 
truth given nearly eighty years ago by 
Frances Willard when she said, “Where 
there is drink, there is danger.” 

California Protects Boys.—The State 
Board of Equalization has banned issu- 
ance of new liquor licenses in the vicin- 
ity of naval and military reservations. 
Recently the Crime Commission was in- 
formed by the Camp Pendleton provost 
marshal that there had been at least 500 
cases of sale of liquors to underage 
marines, 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, November 30 


2. How Jesus Dealt With Individuals 
(John 4:1-26; Mark 10:17-22) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission 

HIS second topic in the series on 

“Examples from Jesus” shows us how 
Christ dealt with individuals and how 
we, too, as His representatives, may also 
deal with others. We should see clearly 
at the very beginning of cur considera- 
tion of this topic that Christ never dealt 
with men or women merely to bring 
out the best in them or to make them 
better members of society. It is true 
that those who responded to His teach- 
ing and accepted His invitation did be- 
come better members of society, but this 
was a by-product. His great purpose 
was that they might have life—everlast- 
ing life—and that they might become 
His disciples. 

We have no right, as His representa- 
tives in this age, to deal with others 
on any lower plane than this. Our ccm- 
mission is to be witnesses to Him, and 
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Lesson for November 30 


to make disciples of all nations. Social 
and economic betterment will follow as 
a natural course, if we are concerned 
first and foremost with winning others 
to the Lord Jesus Christ as their per- 
sonal Saviour, 

In the case of the woman at the well, 
which is the first example given in our 
Scripture portions for this week, con- 
cerning Christ’s dealings with individ- 
uals, there are several steps that we 
should notice. They should be found, 
althcugh not necessarily in this same 
order, in all our soul-winning efforts 
with individuals: 

1. There was a natural contact (vs. 
6. 7). There may be times when the 
Holy Spirit may lead Christians to ap- 
proach another, as it were, by storm. 
But, in the main, the most effective soul- 
winning lies along the line of natural 
contacts. Christ was sitting by the well 
and the wcman came to draw water and 
thus the opportunity was given to speak 
to her. We need to ask God to make 
us sensitive to the opportunities He 
brings to us day by day, and to show us 
how to make right use of them in speak- 
ing to individuals about Christ. 


2. Although the contact was natural, 
the Lord Jesus used it in a way that 
aroused the woman's curiosity (v. 7). 


He asked her for a drink of water, know- 


ing that this would cause her to wcnder 
why a Jew would thus lower himself 
to speak to a Samaritan woman. Curi- 


osity is a very useful factor in speaking 
to others about Christ. Dr. Walter Wil- 
son tells of a business visit to a large 
gcvernment office. While waiting to see 
the man with whom he had an appoint- 
ment, he made a casual comment to the 
man’s secretary that the busy office re- 
minded him of the workmen building 
Noah’s ark. The secretary’s curiosity 
Was aroused, and she asked why. “Well,” 
said Dr, Wilson, “only a very few of 
those who worked on the ark were 
actually saved when the deluge came.” 
At that moment, the man he had come to 
see appeared, and Dr. Wilson had to spend 
the rest of the time on the business 
for which he had come. But two weeks 
later he had to return to that office, and 
the moment the secretary saw him she 
hastened forward, saying, “Oh, I have 
been wanting to talk to you again. I 
have scarcely slept since you were here, 
because of your remark about Noah’s 
ark.” As a result, the young woman 
was led to accept the Lord Jesus Christ 
as her Saviour. 

3. Next the Lord Jesus made clear 
the woman’s need (v. 10). He showed 
her that although she could draw the 
physical water, there was another water 
that He could give her that would com- 
ple‘ely satisfy her thirst and that 
need never be thirsty again. The woman 


she 
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it was 
the 


at first thinking 
some kind physical water that 
Lord Jesus could give her, but her de- 
sire for that water was aroused, and 
this led her to ask for it (v. 15). Often 
we may create a thirst in the heart of 
the individual tc whom we are speaking 
by telling in a simple way of the peace 
and joy and blessing that Christ has 
brought into our lives and thus causing 
the other one who has not known such an 
experience to long for it. 


misunderstood, 
of 


t) 


The woman’s sinfulness was ex- 
posed (vs. 16-18). Nctice how gently 
the Lord Jesus dealt with this situation 
by first asking the woman to go and call 
her husband, then by bringing her face 
to face wiih her own sinful past. Many 
times we cannot know, as did the Lord 
Jesus, what has been in the life of the 
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Sharing the Times 
This Christmas 


N A recent issue Christmas 
order blanks were enclosed, 

suggesting THe SuNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMEs as a Christmas gift. 

But beyond the thought of a 
mere Christmas gift to a personal 
friend or relative, would you not 
like, at this season, to make the 
many good things to be found in 
the pages of the Times available 
to many others as well? 

Countless Sunday school teach- 
ers have learned to be better 
teachers because someone intro- 
duced them to THE SUNDAY 
ScHoo.t Times lesson helps. 

Many a preacher has_ been 
strengthened and encouraged in 
his ministry and helped in his 
sermon preparation because some 
thoughtful member of his con- 
gregation gave him a subscrip- 
tion to THE SuNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 

And here are some of the many 
other ways in which the TIMEs 
is a constant source of help to 
Christian workers—through its 
advertising, its reviews of good 
books, by explanations of difficult 
Scripture portions, through the 
news it publishes about Christian 
organizations at home and abroad, 
and thrcugh its lists of tested 
channels for Christian giving. 

In what better way could you 
show your regard and thought- 
fulness to a number of acquaint- 
ances this Christmas than by 
making it possible for them to re- 
ceive THE SuNDAY SCHOOL TIMES? 

If you want to spend just a 
dollar ($1.10 in Canada, in 
U. S. A. dollars), then you may 
use the 18-week subscription 
plan. Or, still better, you may 
send the paper for a full year to 
as many as you wish for $3 a 
subscription ($3.25 in Canada, in 
U. S. A. dollars). This coupon is 
for your convenience. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
Gentlemen: 

I enclose $ for . 
subscriptions to THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
Times, to be sent to the names and 

addresses on the attached sheet. 

O Please mail a Christmas card to 
each, with my name signed. 

O Please send me Christmas 
cards, for mailing to these names. 


O Please begin these subscriptions 
with the issue of 


Name 


Address 
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one to whom we are speaking, but we 
can, by using the Scriptures, make it 
plain that “all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23); 
and that “there is none righteous, no, 
not one” (Rom, 3:10). The Bible, you 
know, is like a locking glass, showing 
man what he is really like, and we may 
use it as such in dealing with others 
about Christ. 
4 

5. The woman’s evasion was then 
checked (v, 21). When the conversa- 
tion became personal, she sought to turn 
it into a discussion of “religion.” We 
shall find that many to whom we speak 
will endeavor to get us into some kind 
of an argument or discussion about re- 
ligion in order to avoid the personal issue 
of what will they do with Christ. We 
need to be on our guard about this, and 
ask the Holy Spirit to give us wisdom 
to bring the individual back to his own 
personal responsibility before God. 

4 

6. The love of God was then made 
plain (vs, 23, 24). The Lord Jesus told 
this woman that the Father was seeking 
those who would worship Him in spirit 
and in truth. This woman perhaps had 
never before heard of God’s love or that 
He was seeking her. It is a truth that 
will often soften the hardest heart. 
Here, again, we may use the Scriptures 
to show individuals that God loves them 
and is not willing that any should per- 
ish, but that all should come to repent- 
ance end be brought to a place of fellow- 
ship and blessing. 


Ope 
Pa 


7. Finally, the Lord Jesus revealed 
Himself to this woman as the Messiah 
(v. 96). the One whom she had dimly 
expected might come in some far-distant 
day to reveal all things. We must never 
leave an individual with whom we have 
been dealing without presenting the 
Lord Jesus Christ in all His love. win- 
someness, and as the one who died in the 
sinner’s place so that he might have 
life and might have it more abundantly. 


The second Scripture portion from 
Mark 10, which brings us the account 
of Christ’s dealing with the rich young 
ruler, had, as far as we have record, 
a very different result than that of His 
dealing with the woman at the well of 
Samaria. The woman at the well left 
her watering pot—her old method of 
satisfying her thirst—and went into the 
city to tell others about this one who 
was the Messiah, and then invited them 
to come and see Him for themselves. 
The rich young ruler went away sorrow- 
ful because he was unwilling to let go 
of the thing that had failed to give him 
satisfaction. his riches, and which pre- 
vented him from following Christ. Our 
dealing with individuals will not always 
result in their acceptance of Christ as 
Saviour at the moment, but we may be 
encouraged by the fact that the seed 
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sown may some day bear blessed fruit. 
Our responsibility is to tell others about 
Christ, to trust Him to use us in any 
way that He wishes to do, and then to 
leave the result with Him. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Notes on John's Gospel 
(Continued from page 969) 


ing them to observe all things whatso- 
ever I have commanded you.” For the 
fulfilling of these two functions He was 
to be with them for all time and with 
all power. 

The twenty-first of John presents these 
two commands pictorially in two enacted 
parables—the miraculous draught of 
fishes, representing the Gospel net 
among Jew and Gentile; and the dia- 
logue with Peter, with its threefold ad- 
monition, “Feed my lambs, feed my 
sheep, feed my sheep.” 

And the post-Resurrection Lord was 
with them with all power—power to 
bring the 153 Gentile peoples, the all 
nations, into the net, and the power to 
provide food for hungry disciples—the 
fire of coals and morning meal being 
a pictorial transcription of the words, 
“Lo, I am with you.” 

If the twenty-fourth verse of John 21 
is the signature of John and of Andrew 
and Philip (“we know that his [John’s] 
testimony is true”), it is interesting to 
note that Andrew and Philip are seen in 
John 1, in John 6, and in John 12, ful- 
filling just the ministries chapter twen- 
ty-one outlines. In chapter one they 
are bringing their Jewish brethren to 
Christ; in chapter twelve bringing Greek 
Gentiles to Christ, and in chapter six 
are helping to feed the multitude, 
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The Word “Hate” and the 
Devil's Authority 
(Continued from second page) 


another; as I have loved you, that ye 
also love one another” (John 13:34). The 
word must therefore be taken here in its 
comparative sense (Scofield), in contrast 
to the intense devotion that a true dis- 
ciple will have for the Lord Jesus. The 
passage teaches that if a son or daughter 
is forced to choose between subjection 
to parents and obedience to any of the 
commands of Christ, he or she must obey 
Christ rather than father or mother. But 
the issue must be clear, and young peo- 
ple should be careful not to despise the 
advice of consecrated, godly parents, who 
desire God’s best for their children. 
Light is thrown on the passage by Mat- 
thew 10:37, “He that loveth father or 
mcther more than me is not worthy of 
me: and he that loveth son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me.” 
There is no other passage of Scripture 
that clearly declares that power and 
authority over all the kingdoms of the 
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world have been given to Satan. But 
the fact that he said this was so, and 
that Christ did not dispute it, is rea- 
son for believing it, as the reader has 
pointed out. There are other passages 
that imply that in some mysterious way, 
and in the inscrutable sovereignty of 
God, Satan has been allowed to have 
great power over this world, as in the 
following: “Now is the judgment of 
this world: now shall the prince of this 
world be cast out” (John 12:31); “Here- 
after I will not talk much with you: for 
the prince of this world cometh, and 
hath nothing in me” (John 14:30); 
“Wherein in time past ye walked ac- 
cording to the course of this world, ac- 
cording to the prince of the power of the 
air, the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of disobedience” (Eph. 2:2); 
“For we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the dark- 
ness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places” (Eph, 6:12); 
“And we know that we are of God, and 
the whole world lieth in wickedness,” 
or, “in the wicked one” (1 John 5:19). 
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Not only does Scripture reveal this sin- 
ister truth, but experience shows that 
many of those who ignore God and His 
commandments, and who devote all their 
time and talents to money-making and 
pleasure, attain great success in the eyes 
of the world and are given positions of 
high authority and power. However, 
the Devil’s power is always limited—he 
is not omnipresent, omniscient, or om- 
nipotent. God makes the wrath of man 
to praise Him, and “the remainder of 
wrath” He restrains (Psa, 76:10). Satan 
was allowed much liberty with Job, but 
only up to a certain point. Our Sav- 
iour has conquered Satan and we are 
safe in His keeping. “These things I 
have spoken unto you, that in me ye 
might have peace. In the world ye shall 
have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I 
have overcome the world” (John 16:33), 
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Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 


November 24 to 30 


Mon.—Matthew 12:1-8. 
Human Need Comes First. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I will have 
mercy, and not sacrifice.” These holy 
words teach that necessity must be 
served first. It is lawful to do what 
must be done in emergency. The man 
who had fallen among thieves, who left 
him half dead, had a prior claim on the 
priest and Levite. Our Lord makes 
emergency calls a first duty. The call 
of duty is the call of God. Pray for the 
missionaries beginning work in new 
fields involving language and other prob- 
lems, 


Tues.—Matthew 12:9-14. 
The Value of Man. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Man better than 
a sheep.” Man made in the image of 
God, destined to live forever in Heaven 
or perdition, is of incomprehensible 
value. The wealth of this world is far 
too small a price for a human soul. 
Have you adopted for yourself your 
Lord’s estimate of man? Do you con- 
sider man as made in the image of God? 
Pray for a real concern for the salva- 
tion of your neighbors and friends, 


Wed.—Matthew 12:15-21. 
The Hope of All Nations. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “[His] name shall 
be great among the Gentiles” (Mal. 1:11), 
This prediction was no wild guess. Sup- 
pose it had not been fulfilled! What a 
weapon it would have put into the hands 
of infidels! The name of our Lord Jesus 
is the greatest in all the world. Even 
liberal theologians use His Sermon on 
the Mount as a rule for promoting good 
international relations. “His name shall 
endure for ever... and... all nations 
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shall call him blessed” (Psa. 72:17). 


Pray for troubled Asia. 
Thurs.—Matthew 12:22 


ow 


-32. 
A House Divided. 
PRAYER SuGGcEsTIONS: “[A] house di- 
vided against itself shall not stand.” Our 
Lord’s words of infinite wisdom are a 
witness against all who mar and ruin 
human relationships. Divisions among 
God’s people, often claiming conscience 
and Scripture for them, shculd be tested 
by the entire Word of God on this mat- 
ter. Possibly the words: “Mark them 
which cause divisions and offences” and 
“Whereas there is among you envying, 
and strife, and divisions, are ye not car- 
nal, and walk as men?” (Rom. 16:17; 1 
Cor, 3:3) have some application to us 
Pray for the American Sunday-School 
Union, Philadelphia. 


Fri.—Matthew 12:33-42. 
A Tree and Its Fruit. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The tree is 
known by his fruit.”. We can know good 
and evil as definitely as sunshine and 
rain, cold and heat. Evil proceedeth 
from evil people, and those who ccntinue 
in sin are definitely ungodly. Charac- 
ters show up in habitual behavior, just 
as fruit comes from trees. By evil deeds 
we know evil people—and of course 
only by righteous living do we know real 


Christians. “He that doeth righteous- 
ness is righteous” (1 John 3:7). Pray 
for the Evangelical Alliance Mission, 


Chicago, 


Sat.—Matthew 12:43-50. 
The True Family of Christ. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whosoever shall 
do the will of my Father which is in 
heaven. the same is my brother, and sis- 
ter, and mother.” Our Lerd has only 
spiritual relationship with us. If you 
have the Spirit of God you are in His 
family. Multitudes are sensual, having 
not the Spirit. They often company with 
spiritual people. although they are not 
members of the household of faith. 
Boarders may be nice, but that does not 
make them members of the family. Pray 
for a Finneylike work of revival that 
will awaken, alarm, and convert these 
false professors. 


Sun.—Ephesians 5:6-20. 
Walk in the Light. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye were 
sometimes darkness, but now are ye 
light in the Lord: walk as children 
of light . . . proving what is accept- 
able unto the Lord.” Christ is the 
light of life. If we follow Christ, 
we shall be in the light. Whatever 
separates us from fellowship with 
Him is evil. Have you been called 
out of darkness into His marvelous 
light? Then walk in the light as He 
is in the light and you will have fel- 
lowship with the Father, Son, Holy 
Spirit, and true believers. Pray for 
Scripture Memory Mountain Mission, 
Emmalena, Ky. 
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